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Jean Soman bent her collection of Civil War memarabilia to the Jewlish Life exhibit and
discovered a cousin through a portrait of Abraham Lincoln, See Around the Museum,

IHARF)

AROUND
THE
MUSEUM

THE LINCOLN PHOTOGRAPH

A wyear or o0 ago, | noticed a
phulﬂf?mph of Abraham Linceln in
the office of Al Alschuler, an editor
al Florids Designer Quarterly. Ok,
ves,” sabd Al when | ssked about i,
‘that was taken in 1B&0 by my
greali-grand-father, Sam Alschuler,
who was a photographer im
Springfield, IL. Actwally thais a
copy. The originel t= in a collectlon
in lllinois ~ That was all there was
bo it. except that, having more than
& passing interest in Lincein, |
remembered it

Time passed, and along with a
number of ather people | became in-
volved in working on the Jewish Life
in America exhibit, shown during
Februarny and March in the Museum
Gallery. S5oon | began to hear about
Jean Soman, who hed an interesting
collection of Civil War memorabilia
that had come down in her family
from an ancestor who had been the
highest ranking Jewlsh officer in the
Union army. The exciting news was
that Jean was willing to lend some
of her things for the exhibit.

One day someone — [ can't really
remember who, Linda Williams
maybe, or Marcia Kanner — said
that Jean had a pholograph of Lin-
ool ihat had been taken about 850
by her great-grandfather, Sam
Alschuler, a photographer in
Springfield, IL

How many photographers named

Sam Alschuler can have taken a
photograph of Abraham Lincoln in
Springfield, llinois in 18607 | asked
myysell. | called Al and asked hirm &
he had a cousin in Dade County, Mol
thet e knew of, he answered. "Well,
[ think maybe yvou do” 1 said

The upshol, of course, is that he
had. Telephone calls were made,
and it was established that indeed Al
Alschuler and Jean Soman are
cousing, and delighted to know each
cther. MNeither had suspected the
other's existence. They met, at last,
at the opening of the jlrewlsh Life in
America exhibit, and as you can see
from the photograph of Jean iaken
next 1o the case with the Lincoln pic-
ture, il was the happiest of
discoveries

SHINING FACES

On a Monda murnigﬁ_l:in March, [
joined Miss Sabrina Whelan's class
of fourth graders at Holmes Elemen-
tary School for a towur of the Historical
Musewm, All of us had prepared for
the trip studying our copies of
History Mysteries, the museum’s
entertaining teaching tocl. With us as
teacher's helpers on the field trip
were Mrs Flossie Lewls and her
dau%i;ttt Salena, whose own daugh-
ter, schitarra Morse, is @ member of
Miss Whelan’s class. [ was consider-
ing the unmusual presence of three
generations of one family on the irip
when Miss Whelan said, "Chewing
gurn — out!” and a number of young
people complied

It was a clear spring moming, with
B perfect breeze, as we gathered in
the plaza. The sky was so blue that
the court house and the cleanedged
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TIME CAPSULE

1835

150 Years Ago

Before the population boom dur-
ing and after the Second World War,
a large part of the island of Eey West
wras covered by shallow tidal ponds.
The early owners of the island felt
that salt preduction, by the natural
evaporation of sea waler, would
make them rich — and estimated
that five hundred ships each vear
would be required 1o haul away the
potential production! In the
1830's, much of this low land was
leased from the cwners, and divided
into lots about 50 x 100 feet square,
separated by coral-rock walls. Flood
gates allowed the high tide o come
in = bul then the gates would be
closed and the sea water allowed to
evaporaie in the hot sun Due ko
fts chemilcal propestbes, sodium
chloride — common zall — would
be precipitated in almest pure
crystals, before the other sea
minerals were deposited . . . By care-
ful timing, an excellent grade of sali
could be raked from the briny rest-
due — and sometimes it sold fog
mare than S1.00 a pound!

1885

100 Years Ago

Historian Charlion Tebaau tells an

unbelievable yarn to illustrate how
low-valued land was in Florida in
the 1BBOs . . One Harry A Peeples,
later to become a judge, had hoime-
steaded 180 acres of land in Hernan-
do County when he decided he
wanbed o go to Tampa instead of re-
maining on his land. . He discov-
ered thai he could sell half his clatm
for enough money 1o buy & train
ficket to Tampa when a wealthy
man from Boston offered 1o pay him
522 for 60 acres,"sight unseen.”
But what would he do with the other
o0 acres? He consulied his
young lawyer, who came up with
what appeared 1o k¢ a right smart
suggestion; Why not include the
whaole tract in the deed of sale
without saying anything about it 1o
the purchaser?. . They did just
that. . That way, Peeples got rid of
his enfire homestead he new
owner didn’t even notice it until
several years later when "he took the
Jjoke dood-naturedly ™

1935

50 Years Ago

When the State Foad Department
ook over the right-of-way of Henry

e e




The clapboard house that stands der-
elict today in Fort Dallas Park near the
Miami River has a distinguished fu-
lure because 8 is a relic of the remark
able pasi. i dates from the dayswhen
Heney Morrison Flagler brought his
railroad down to what was then rela-
fively only an oulpost

The story of i bedins tn 1896
when Mr Flagier ordesred conafruic.
tion on his newest hotel, the Royval
Palm. onthe shore of the Miami River
Encouraged by the successes of the
Ponce de Leon Hotel in 5. Augusiine
and the Royal Polnclana In Palm
Beach, Flagler beleved thai the Royal
Palms luxurious appabntments, excel-
lemt service, and peaceful, palm-
thaded surroundings would attraci
wealthy northem patrons, He had
been lured down to Miamil by Julia
Srurtesant Tuttle and Ber now-famous
giit of orange blostoms senl to him
through his agent. James Ingraham
Mrs. Tuttle convinced Mr Flagler of
Miamis potential as a resort, and he
Ionhwith made plans to extend the
Florida East Coast Ralbway to Miami
and bedld another hodel

As constraciion of e Foval Pabm
god under way hundreds of skilled
workers begen o arrive i Miami,
Since they and their families had no
immediate housing available to them
they set up housekeeping In tenis.

Soon 8 amall comimunity was
formed a few hundred feet away fram
the site ofthe ambitious hotel project

The tents were made of gray can-
vas, with wooden planks for floors,
twa scissor-cut windows, and a can-

UPDATE

vias by at the entrance. They were
soon attacked by mildew that thrived
im the humidity and frequent rains
that sometines brought construction
waork o a hall. When a tent was torn a
hasty needle and thread were called
for 1o prevent hordes of gnats and
mosquitoes from entering. Inorderio
avoid the persisterd bites of the many
msects, the ploneers used “smudge
pois dir\qqﬂ'llr aulside thelr fents in
order o keep the pesis & bay and o
provide the only cutdoor llurminstion
they had, as the electricity for the
Royal Palm Hodel had not yet been
installed. Although smwsdge pois lack
the colorfil lure of a camplite they
allowed the families 1o sl owiside for
an occasional bremh of fresh atr Be-
cause of the rather sparian condifions
and the dismal appearance of the
tents, it was decided jointly to paind
them red or green, depending on
which spare cans of paint were avadl-
o,

The men would rse eatly and
leave their tents, walking 1o the hotel
ta begin work, or some 10 begin clear
ing the land, leying the rosdways, or
surveying the area. They wene shilled

Lone “Company House”
Fights for Survival

BY VALERIE FISHER LASSMAN

plasterers, carpenters, mechanics,
plumbers, jomers. electricians, and
engineers who had come om other
parts of Florida or larther norcth.
Some of them had helped build the
Ponce de Leon Hotel in 5. Augus-
tine.

{Jl;-;‘ﬂh:llﬂ]]d“'r' durmg the course of
construction Me. Flagler would pay a
wisit to survey progress and consull
with his overseers. |, A MacDonald
and John B. Rellly were two who
helped guide the mmense project

Flagler was an unassuming man
and would frequently walk to the con-
siruction site, speaking with people
on the street along the way He has
been described as wery tall and dis-
tingul=shed, with an impeccable white
mustache, He was always expen-
gively atiired, a5 befited 8 man of
great wealth, and described by many
as jauntily sporting a while siraw
boater. He was cordial to all, and

Valerie Lassman, who enjoys re-
sgarching South Florida homes, is
studying in Tallahassee and re-
searching Apalachicola homes
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Sole remaining “company house' bullt by Henry Flagler was bought in 1951 by Raymond Butler, altered and turned into an in-
surance office, funclioning a3 such until 1979 when it was moved to Fort Dallas and the property sold. mhem seca
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people had great respect and admira-
tiary for him

He was alse known e his ex-
coeding generosity 1o those whom he
liked or whao had served him well in &
business capacity. An example of this
is still cherished by John B Heilly's
descendants. In recognlibon of Beilly's
services as an esteemed employee
Flagler presented 1o him an exquisiie-
fll!' carved Corrara marhle and g:ﬂd
maniel clock with an inscribed
plaque

Omn one of his frequent visiis to the
conirsction site he and Reilly and |
A MacDonald took a walk around the
tent community, Flagler expressed
some surprise thatl the workers did
nol buy land and build homes. Reilly
fold Flagler that most of them simply
could mol afford 10, Many had lost
everyihing they owned in the recent
great freeze o the orange belt and A
took all they were earning to mainiamn
a subsistence level Flagler was
rmyoved by the siuation, perhaps rem-
inlscent of his own long. arduous
years of deprivation and financial
hardship, and made mmediate plans
to remedy the fving conditions of his
waorkers

“We must have homes for these
people, and we must build them.” He
added, "Let's 1ake a walk around and
select & place 1o emect houses (hat we
can ent or el to these men, They
camt ve withoul homes.”

Reilly then led Flagler over the
coral rock and sand to what would
become Fourleenth Street and
suggested this anea as & good place to
build, Flagler agreed. "We will build
some cottages here, but we swant
more oo Then they walked over
to what would be Thirteenth Street
and Flagler decided that these two
locations would be ideal, The order
went forth 1o build cottages.

Of two-story construction, their
general dimenskons were tweniy-iwo
by thirty feet with a six-foot-wide
porch across the front. All the <ot
tages exteriors weme painted white,
and the porches were battleship gray
Each had six rooms, three to a floor
Cotlages without baths rented for 515
per month, while those with baths
rented for $17 per month, A few ten-
room houses rented for $22 a month
People could buy these homes if they
were (inancially able. Depending on
the size desired, prices ranged from
$1200 1o $3000

There were [ilteen to twenty cot-
tages, bwo and one-halk-stories, buily
on Thirteenth and Fourteenth Saneets
between Avenues B and €, These
were constructed in the frame ver
nacular style of termite-resistan
Dade County plne, probably with
clapboard siding, the motl common
wood suifacing at the time, and

The Butler House insurance office at 134 5E€ Second Street was a familiar sight for
almost 30 years, saen

corner boards were used to fmish the
edges. The roofs were gabled end to
front and may have been surfaced in
wood shingles, another very com-
mon Bullding rmaterial Shed-roofed,
one-slory porches extended across
thcle fronds. Unlike the older houses
already existing m Miami these had
no chimneys. Henry Flagler saw no
need for chimneys in a tropical humnid
climete. The windows were of the
sash variety and fwo of them and a
front door to their right looked oul on
each porch.

Each house had theee large bed-
reoms upstaies and a bath; down-
stairs were & large iving room, a din-
ing room, and an ample well-
2quipped kitchen at the back., The
kitchen boasted large cabinets, a pan-
iry, and “up-ta-date” appliances such
as a stove and an icebox. There were
electrical outlets n all the rooms with
electricity suppBed by the generators
of the Rowal Palm Hotel These cot-
lages were occupsed as earbras 1859,

The houses that Flagler commis-
sioned were 1ypical of company
houses built by large lumber com-
panies for thelr employees. Simblar
houses were bullt by coal companies,
tanneries, and other ndustrial enter
prises, but they often varied in con-
struction from place to place

Apparently the “emplovee home”
wias nob especially designed. H was

merely a simple box that could be pud
up guickly. It was usually cheaply built
i sawrnill fowns, of ough fumber
from the company’s mils. Typical
onas had two stories, with bedrooms
on the second Moor and a kitchen and
lving room on the [irst Moor In some
places where a mill had a generating
plant electricily might b installed,
and o few houses had running water,
Al wood-constructed “townhouses
had covered front porches, alibough
notl all were the box type like the
Fia gler hause. Some included a
third-floor storage space with a small
window ot gach end, It is believed by
some historians that homes stmilas to
th Flagler coltage wene used in the
hard-coal felds of Pennsybvania as far
back as the 18705, Their plumbing
depended on outhouses and on
washiubs for doing laundry and 1ak-
ing baths. Many of the industres that
builf these bouses are long gone and
many of the houses so deteriorated
that they were f{inally torn down
Some, however, survive unt iodmy as
humting cabins ar have been remod-
eled zo much that they have lost their
original features. Quite a few of the
lormer company houses that exist
around Mayburg and Corry, Pennayl
vanie, appear o bear a striking re-
semblance 1o the one that has been
saved in Miami

After Miami's streets were re-

yrmsrn o gy 1
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Pistachio ice cream was a specialty af the ice cream parior, with
cream Imported from Tennessee. wasr, g of te Mo mesy

John Seybold
Answered When
Fortune Called

BY CONNIE PRUNTY

M1|.' {ather, John Seybaold, was born in I1BTZ in Schom-
dorf, Germany, now a thriving suburh of Siuttgart but
thien a village He was an avid reader of James Fenimore
Cooper's iranalated 1ales of the American Indians and the
wild west,” o, having worked as a [oreman in a clgar
factory, ai the age of seventeen, he had saved emough
money to go to the United States to shoot Indians and
avoid the German army dralt

He slipped out of his ;ralhi':'ﬁ house early one moming
and was on his way, working his passage across on a
Dutch freighter. Landing on Ellis [sland with a limited
amount of English at his dispesal, he followed & crowd
af immigrants to the rallroad station. When the man in
frant of him asked for a ticket to Baltimore he indicated
that he wanted one tpo, noi even knowing whane
Baltimore was

There he got a job with a farmer. One day, while he
wis hoeing strawberries, his hands bleeding ai the unac-
custamssd manwes] labor, & man in a bakery wagon pulled
up and said, "You don't look much like a farmer. How

.?IPELEH-
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widild you [the to come work for me?” That was the star
of John Seybold's baking career. After working in Balti-
meore and Washingion, he contracted rheumatic fever and
wis advised by his doctor to live in a warmer climate

He came south, first 1o Jacksonville and then to Palatha
where he opened a restauran, Quifitting it ook all his
cash, with no money left for provisions, When the first
customer came in and ordered a steak, he was asked if
he weuld mind paying in edvance because my father said
he might not be around when the customer finished his
meal. The customer paid and Father went around the
corner and bought the steak! This launched his restaurant
CaTger

Al some time after that be drifted o Wesi Palm Beach
arvd bought a small bakery. Disasters loomed ahead. The
first fime he fired up the old brick oven and shoved in
the bread pans, the whole top of the oven slowly caol-
lapsed on his pans of bread. Then he boreowed a friend s
bird dog and shotgun and went on 4 hunting trip. When
he came back the city was on fire. He grabbed his valu-
ables at the bakery, among which was a hundred-pound
sack of flour, and with the friend’s shoigun and dog, he
jumped into a rowboat tied al & nearby dock on Lake
Warth., With thai, the whole bottom of the boat fell out

Apparently none af this discouraged him and with a
let of hard work hie started over again in Miami two weeks
after the Mrst railroad trains came in 18596, He setup a
small bakery on Twelith Strest (now Flagler). with his
extra barrel of Nour under a pine tree at the side of the
building. Soon this business was thriving and he bought
property all the way through io Eleventh Street (now NLE

Connle Prunty, who prepared this material for a talk to
the Miami Pioneers, has revised H for UOpdabe renders
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lce Cream parlor and candy store were part of Seybold’s as well

as the bread counter and elaborate pastries and cakes, wase
TR O PR R plakd Dy )

Fhrst)

He supplied bread to the Army, based at Dinner Key
in 1899, during the Spanish American War, and survived
an altack of yellow fever that killed a ot of the soldiers.

In 1903 he marcied my mother, Ellen Freedlund, who
whas from Boynton where her family had moved from
Manistee, Michi They eventually had three children:
Helen, Bill, and me

In 1905, having been naturalized, Father made his first
trip back to Germany. With the efficiency of the German
intelligence system, the police arrested him as soon as he
sel fool on German soil because of his evading the German
army draft sixteen years before. His father was fined, but
of course my father paid the fine and nothing further
could be dome to him because by then he was an
Amertcan citizen

Somewhere about this fime Father buillt a three-story
building facing Twelfth Street. [t had apartments on the
third floor, a grandiose and elegant restaurant on the
second (it was short-lived because of chef problems) and
on the ground floor there was the longest marble soda
fountain n the state, maybe in the South, with a large
ice cream parior. On the other side Wwas a candy store for
which Father imported a man from New York 1o dip
chocolates, but only in winter because the man hated the
heat. Another speclalist from New York came o make
elaborate pastries and cakes, and of course there was a
bread counter

The ice cream parlor was a popular dating spot for
young couples. One of its specialties was pistachio ice
cream made from heavy cream imported all the way from
Tennessee, Al that time there were only a few dairies In
Miami and not enough cream available,

The ice cream plant, a candy factory, a bakery with
sleeping rooms and a dining room for the bakers, & garage

for the bakery wagons and horses, and later for the first
commaercial delivery truck in Miami, were all situated
behind the new building. We even had a few chickens
and a goat back there

When [ went to the first grade at Ceniral Grammar
School, (now the federal court building) half the class
would follow me after school hoping to get a free ice
CrEam comeg

The year | was born we lived on Eighth Street (now
Fourth Street) close to the Bay. The buildind was still
standing a5 the Leona Hotel unti] recently when it was
torn down to make way for the people mover

Mext my father bought an abandoned rock pit on the
edge of toven, 1 wes on Lewrence Drive, one block south
of Twelfth Street. (This site today is on 5W, Twellh
Avenue, one block south of Flagler Street.) The sireetcar
tracks ended a1 Lawrence Drive and there were few houses
Father proposed to build his home there and eveéryone
called It "Seybold's Folly.” But build it he did. The rock

i was turmed inlo a very atiractive walled sunken garden
n, however, the area began to build up and he Feli i
was detting too crowded

By that time Father had starfed a subdivislon called
Spring Garden. A canal had been dug, a "hump-backed
bridge” buill, sireets laid out and a sales office opened
Father sold the home with the sunken garden and made
the sales field office into a home on the west bank of the
canal, always planning to build a permanent hame on the
ﬁ-alnr where the canal joined the Miemi River. This never

appened and in the light of the way the area later
developed, it was just as well

We were really in the country, although enly a mile and
a half from the courthouse, We had a barn, two ald retired
bakery wagon horses, Bill and Daisy, my brother's hugs
BII{%‘H:}L‘. and vegetable and flower gardens.

e swam and canoed in the canal and river. Sea cows
used to come up to our back steps and occasionally a
Seminole Indian would canoe down the river to the city
My mother’s sister lived almost directly across the river
and we would row over there to visit.

Shortly after the canal was dug, a movie was filmed
there. It starred William Farmum and the story was laid
in India. The canal banks were lined with plaster-of-paris
lions (which rematned for years). A village and temple of
onby flimsy fronts were created at the turning basin. This
was a new and different experience for Miami and aroused
much interest. The temple was the Inspiration for my
fathers building a house later on the same spot and with
similar architecture, [t is still there after all these years
People mamed Richardson, interested in tropical fruif,
bought it and lived there for many years. Their soncin-law,
Cy Berming, a Herald reporter, lived there a long time after
their death

During the 1918 flu epidemic, people were dying like
flies. Most of the bakeries in town were closed. My father
and a Swedish baker named Gus Granberg worked day
and night baking bread for the whole town. The only way
Father kept Gus going was to dive him a quart of whiskey
a day. The crisis passed and neither one caught the flul

During Prohibition my father occasionally used fo buy
liquor and beer from a rumrunner and stash the bottles
in & gunny sack in the canal. One time he found the sack
had rotled and the boftles had spilled out. This called for
immediate action and so, dressed in a business suit and
straw hat, a "boater,” he got into a canoe to try o locate
the bottles. The canoe 1iﬁ-ped owver, throwing him into the
wiater. | know his straw hat went floating away, but | don't
know if he salvaged even one of the precious botiles.

| remember we could go out on one of the balconies of
the Twelfth Street building and watch the silent movies
across the street In an open-air theater, next door fo
Burdine's, a small store, The balcony was also a good place
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to watch parades.

Around 1920 my father decided 1o build a bwo-story
arcade structure from Twelfth to Eleventh Street. In order
to do s0 he bought the abandoned Second Street (mow
Tenth) School house and he moved the bakery to a very
modernized plant.

At that timve Jerry Galatis had his Rector's Cafe directly
across the street. E. B Douglas, the leading department
siore was next to it, Then came Ev Sewell's men's fur-
nishings store and Burdine-Quarterman, a specially shop
on the corner. On our side, the north side of the street,
were Budge Hardware, the Miami Grocery, Kress, Father’s
arcade, Whaler's Jewelry Store, the Seminaole Hotel, Red
Cross Drug Store, and the Fotoshow, Around the corner
on Avenue D (Miami Avenue) were [sidore Cohen's and
the Cheathams' stores.

The great event on Saturday nights was 1o park yours
car at an angle and walch the people go by, Twelfth Street
was fwoeway Wwith a street-car irack in the middle

| rermaemiber a an '-'.'aﬂ'hag-:' walking down Twellth Sireet

ast the great Haloyon Hetel 1o take music lessons from
E‘!l'ss Edna Holmes wha lived with her father, Dr. Holmes,
in a large house across the steeet from the Miami Woman's
Club and the First Presbyterian Church. And later | remem-
ber riding my linle red bicyele east on Twellth Sires to
another music teacher and getting thrown when the tires
got caught in the streescar tracks, Later | went to cofillion
partles al the old Urmey Hotel, occasionally swimming in
the Rowal Falm Hotel pool. Still later thers were tea dances
at the Nautilus, Flamingo and Boney Plaza hotels

Miami High School used to play its football games in
the vacant block behind the Band Shell where Arthur
Pryor's band gave concerts every winter. When Miami
High won, we would snake dance west down the middle
of Twellth Sareet, called Flagler Street by 1920

One of the big worries in those early years was that the
aging, wooden Boval Palm Hotel might catch fire and
because the prevailing breczes wene from the southeast it
would endenger the whaole town. [ used to know by heart
what that particular fire-alarm signal was. [ think it was
one, then wo blasts of the alarm. One of the Largest fires
was the Henderson Lumber Company fire It was

OF course you all have heard how the wooden paving
blocks used to foat down the street with every hard rain.
What you may not have heard is that all the storekeepers
had to use frantic means to keep the water out of their
stores,

[n the early mwentes, my father decided 1o add ct{:
floors io the rear arcade bulidlng Afier this, being ¢
largfest and most modern and the ciosesi to the courthouss,
it housed many of the hig lw fifms

[ remember Father being on the Board of Directors of
Ed Romih's First National Bank and how worred he was
the day all the banks had runs on them. But a5 it turned
out the First National was one, if not the anly one, to sur-
wive (hat ordeal

My mother had a very lovely contralto voice and was
polive in music circles and at the Immanuel Lutheran
Church. [ can remember being dragged to all the musical
events in lown, first in the auditorium of the Central Gram-
mar School, and then at the White Tempie Church, and
even later to a large tent in Coral Gables to hear Mary
Garden perform in the opera "‘Carmen’

In 1925 the bakery was sold fo the Southern Baking
Company, Having aveided up uniil then dealing in real
estale as being too rialky, with evéryone making millions
on paper, Father sori of backed into real estate just before
the Boom buisted

He had strongly believed even before the Twenties thal
Miami would some day have a population of a miilion
people, but he couldm't possibly have dreamed hat N

would grow to {ts present size. Another dream of his was
foown a private adrplane, and Bul for the "bust” he would
hawe, oo

He was a 33rd degree Mason, a Shriner, and very active
in the Jestess (the jnlh.-' Eogs wie called ihem)

In those years after the 1926 hurricane and during the
Depression which began for Miarmi three years before the
sfock market collapse of 29, Father ma d to salvage
the arcade, which was called the Sevbold Building, and
went to work as an executive vice-president and ares

rof Southern Bakery. This necessitated much travel
over Florida and Georgia

In 1936 he was siricken with cancer. With good care
and rursing by my stepmother. Louise Rimmele Sevbeld,
he survived until carly 1940

| remember my father 25 & man of great drive, with
much business sbility, plus a whole lot of foresightedniess,
I he were a young man today | feel he would enjoy being
part of the dynamic. exciting expansion of Miami.

My sister. Helen, still lives in Cedar Rapids, lowa, where
she moved afler gn?:duuh from the University of Wiscon-
sin, Because of & deathly ear of Iyving a5 a result of some
bad experiences in her hut-bﬂnlis ;:pzr Cub plane she has
only been back to Miami a few times in all these years
She has two dsughters and seven grandchildren

My Broaber, Bill, moved o Orlanda rh1rI.‘EthrEr YRars
ago and died there in 1972 He had vwo children

| was mearrled 1o Hattford Vereen, san of ploneer Mi-
amians, We had two dacghters. He went Inic the service
in 1942 during Weorld War [ and was killed in a plane
crash in Wales in 1944, In 1950 | married John Prunty,
also of & ploneer femily. He, Hartford, and [ had all been
inn the same graduating class a Miami Hi We have one
daughter and nine grandchildren, none of whom live in
this area. Il

Fampe

Twio-story arcade from Twelith to Eleventh Stroot was built by
Seybold around 1920 and in the sarly "20% he added eight floars
o the Eleventh Street arcade, mus cemesy of the Sepiald family)
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CUSHMAN

Miss
Laura's
School

EY JOAN DRODY LUTTON

Laura Cushman

Miaml waz a small frontler town in 1913 when Laura
Cushman arrived with her family from [owa, The few
paved roads were brilliant white because of the limestone
used as a roadbed. She went to work for the Dade Counby
FPublic School Systemn feaching second grade at Coconut
Grove School for 560 a month. Thus she embarked on
a seventy-year career in education that has made her one
of the most respected educators in the state.

Laura Cushman began teaching in a community where
a five-room frame bungalow on twe lois could be had for
5500 and a [0-acre citrus grove for 56950, The
seventeen-year-old settlement was located on cnystal-clear
Biscayne H where {ishing and boating were everyday
affairs, The first wooden bridge across the Bay to Miami
Beach had just been completed, the overseas railroad to
Key West was one-year-old; Flagler's luxurious Royal
Palm Hotel with 800 rooms was the social center of the
town, along with the Biscayne Bay Yacht Club.

Most of Miami's buildings were frame or native coral
rock. lts main street boasted two hardware siores, a
grocery, & clothing store, bwo banks, fwo livery stables,
and the Ye Wee Tappy Tavem. Seminole Indians were
common sights walking the streefs or paddling their
dugout cances on the Miami Biver. James Deering's
fabulous Villa Vizeaya was under construciion, em?k:'.--
ing a thousand Miamians or about one-tenth of the
population. The plantation bell that was used to call the
warkers on this job now hangs as a school bell on the
roaf of the Cushman Schoal.

In 1920 the school board felt it did not have the funds
o continue the kindergartens. Laura worked out & plan
for the Kindecgarten ciation and the school board
Io share the kindergartens’ expense. The association
charged parents one dollar per month for each child and,
censequently, when the schools were closed for lack of
funds in 1921, the kindergartens were able to rernain
open. The school board tried again in 1922 to close the
kindergartens u?;ing they needed the classrooms used by
them. Laura Cushman campaigned to keep thern open by
speaking all over town to civic groups such as Eolary and
Kiwanis, She won a one-year reprieve but the kinder-
gartens were gone when public school opened in 1923,

Laura could not live with that decision, 5he and a
friend, Julia 51 John, opened a small school for kinder-
garten, first, second, and third grades on the front porch
of her parents’ home at 2132 N.E. Second Avenue. The
tuttion was to be 520 per month. Called the Park Primary
School, it opened with twelve students, two of whom
where Dale Miller, Jr., and Louis Hector. The venture was
successful, but Julia St. John was more Interested in a
tutorial school and so she dropped out at the end of the
first year

Laura decided what she had tn mind weas too much for
her parents’ front porch. She borrowed money from her

THE CUSHMAN SCHOOL

Lirms Cosnuun, Poime pal
Flcas igmrmatir LB

Hhintinerive for ©hmracter Develapment and Scholaaik Achiryemenr

e Cribisas Benoon e high grade pevars day schools 1t i focatedd
wn W EL Fintiesh Seroet i By Shore, just off Riasyme Rouloveisd o
which oty bus limes operate. The School building i 2 conerers strocre
of the open-zis rype. Its two wings contees eleven clum rocms all con

nected by protected corridors, Dhscing and Physical Edusation cluses
are beld in the eodoor pergola gy mnaisem. The clam rooms are jre

vided with the best of modors equipeent, and the plapgroesd hus
imple facilion

Tue Scwoo offims compldle mourses from Narsery Schesl el Klnder-
garten through Sioh Grde, propaniag pupth for Junler High Schood,
Ciradustes from the Schoal sre secepted in the City Junior High Schaali
without exsmination. A corsstent high sandand of schalanbip b main
tained, and Babits of idependenen in thinking esd eficiency in work-
masabip wre constant aime The eavironment is & stimubos for crestive
work, The curriculam covers oariched cosrsm = regular aodemic
subjecre. Tn scdition, daily chimes in Muske, Art, Physical Edusstion
and Modern Langwapo are piven. Three clas lemons per week ini
Esncing for gichs are included in the Phyvical Edueation peogram.

Diariy Paccmass sre ceganized on @ soenkific bas, Home rosm clasees
aned special elasses slternate in proportion to periods needed for relsx-
ation and sctivity of 1he pugals. Mo home work w ssigred except by
pormindon of the principal. Spocial atention b given to the develop-
meent of proper bealth habits agd healthiul physical recreation. Open-
gir claw. o bave contributed ba the high health record of the Schoal,

Teresmre Provisiass ere mids for the d-r'«'rlwunml af iadividuasl Lig i
alities, poise, rogonsibilay, bedership spd emational cntred, Eelf-
exprowian Rhrough spoken English = wreaad, All children partiopte
in the socialived amemblies keld every Friday afternoon a9 1050 o'clock
a1 which vhetor ase slways welcome, A Chriatinss Cantars and Soeing
Festival areammual] programi.

Tiie Treacsies Stare i profemionally truined wnd sspecally slipied o
tha lesadershop ol acle chaliren:

Mre. Cathernse 4 risf
Mre fuwa Fdwanls
Waa, Firginda Shermsan
Win Fereledin Mastes

Fasw Lipmde Mro, MWas Eaighd ﬁh'll_ W uaie
Sl Coraalde Wre New [ owes in
Thived v Wra, WPilladein MPmticeni Fevad
Fowith @ foom Fifeh Grades
Migh ik waal Niagh (Grades Nra, Mary Fensingioa
PFhpabial ilarotlen N Felrea Snivarils Nmrary Wra, Nelem Papa
Kimlrrgerirn Miny Madsel Simpuany Al Tenober  Mrs. Melen Nanlia

Mot finlshed when the "26 hurricane hit, The Cushman St
per month for nursery/kindergarten to 525 for 4-6th gra

father in the spring of 1924 and bought property at 336
N.E. 38th Street in a residential area called Magnolia Park

Here she built three “little open air shacks” with screens
for walls and ned the Cushman School. It was well
attended even that first yvear. People came from all over
Miami because Laura’s reputation as an excellent teacher
and her philosephy of “character development and aca-
demic exeellence” were good drawing cards, The schoal
had three teachers, one for each building, and there was
a large yard surrounded by a private hedge for the
children to play

Within a year after its opening, when the schoal already
was outdrowing s three one-room buildings, Biscayne
Boeulevard was being built and slated to go right through
the school's Emperl'l,r. Laura was not eager to move her
project but she was offered a large sum of money for the
property, which her father advised her to take and use
to build a bigger and better school, That is exactly what
she did. She bought land oul in the suburbs on Potomac
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Ohe CUSHMAN SCHOOL

Wt ivam Bl invsen 47 Srummry STt
KIRAML FLOS A

e that Dclober. A brochure announces tultion from $15
$4 a month transportation and 25 cents a day for lunch,
[Cushman 5ol

Circle (later N.E. 60th Street) in & new residential area near
her house,

Fl.tturdig% to the building-permit appiication filed on
June 17, 1926, the Cushmian School was 1o stand on two
lots in the Bayshore subdivision, a 535,000, bwo-story,
concrete-bBlock building. Laura had glhven her ideas to
architect Bussell Skipton who designed according to her
specifications

The new building was in the Spanish sivle with two
wings in a V-shape around a central patio. The second
floor, with a balcony and open hallways, was planned
s0 that every classroom would get cross ventilation. The
original ten rooms housed two offices, a large assembly
room, and seven classpooms. The school had a Spanish-
tile roof and cak hardwood Moors

Wark on the school went on all summer. Laura devoled
hersell 1o landscaping the grounds, planting trees and
shrubs. The not-quite-finished building was put to a
severe fest when the disasirous September 17, 1926, hur-

ricane hit Miami. Only minor damage was sustained,
however, and the school was ready to open in Oclober

Mew tables and chairs, blackboards, and playground
equipment were ready for students on opening day, The
iition was 515 a month for preschool, 520 for primary

des and 525 a month for EIHdE‘E four through six.
ransportation was 54 a month extra. All supplies and
books were [urnished. MAs the school had no kitchen
fﬂpill-f either brought their lunches or went home for
unG

Laura's philosophy of education has remained stead-
fast through seventy years of work in the field. She
believes in teaching children how to think for themselves
A firm believer in educational innovation she s delighted
with the new computers for students which have recent-
Iy been installed at her school. She is not, though, easily
led away from sound principle by flashy, prodressive
ideas that are not based in theory. When the look / say
method of feaching reading was very ular and the
phenics methed was thought te be obsolete, she instruct-
ed her teachers to continue teaching reading with the
phonics methed but to call it "word analysis,”

She thinks that children do not need cookies, candy,
and soda pop, so those ilems are forbidden ai her schoal
except for special parties. She thinks every child can be
successiul at something and that it is the wacher’s duty
to find that something.

As a poet who describes a bayside scene as “little
mangrove Irees are sticking their toes out,” Laura finds
Joy in the beauty of each mew day, She enjoys her garden
and communing with nature. This creative educator feels
that every family should have the choice of public or
privaie scheol and has given many, many scholarships
to children whose families chose her school but were
unable to afford it. She has always said her school catered
to the middle-class family and that “the wealthy children
always went 1o that other school, Miss Harris.” Cushman
Schoal did not have a dress code bul Laura put the sfu-
dents in uniforms when the label ¢raze came in, saying,
"Children a1 school should have betier things on their
minds than whose name is on a shint” Laura worked hard
1o miake her school a loving, happy place for students and
teachers. In a letter to parenis she said, "Our first aim is
that all teachers and puplls in our school should preserve
a happy aftitude. We believe that a well child whose
environment is conducive lo character development and
intellectual growth is a happy child. If a child is not happy.
wie will seek the underlying causes without ceasing until
he or she is adjusted satisfaciorily.”

In & recent interview she added, "We tried to have every
child feel that he was somebody and that he could do
things, and that would give him power within himself
tor div the very best.”

Laura i still interested in the affairs of the school and
Lt re-:r.:n-rlmu:wrd s president of it board of directors,
She savs of her long career as an educator, "Those were
the happiest years of my life, working with children.”

Her educational philosophy was stated in the wery first
brochure for her school: A school seeks 1o develop the
child mentally, physically and in character growth, To
do this the child must be placed in happy surroundings,
be properly adjusted to his work, and have wholesome
participation in living experiences. The creation of such
# school life is our aim.™

Lawra Cushman succeeded in creating such a school
The philesophy of the scheol has not changed in its sixty
years of existence. Il

Joan Drody Lution, Ed. D., has been principal of Cushman
School since 1981. With a broader admission program
mione studenis are learning Miss Laura’s ways.
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Carolyn Pearce Adds Charm to Ability

Carolyn Lawrence Pearce, a gracious Southern lady with
a sense of humnr, has a 4::I'|a.r1'r11:'|aI£ bit of s.a.'.'l the
upexpecied. “When 1 was president of the tam'
Waoman's Club in 1939 my twelve-year-ald son expressed
the opinion that presidents of women's clubs should be
either widows or old malds. He missed me,” she said in
an inferview

Caralyn joined the Miami Woman's Club soon after she
maved o Miami and continued to move up in club work
1o be the president of the Florida Federation of Women's
Clubs in 1954, and at the same {ime was completing her
B A, degree at the University of Miamil,

With the support of her husband, Edpar Dixon Pearce,
a successful agriculturist in Southern Florida, her son,
Frank, now a prominent optometrist in Coral Gables, and
her mother-in-law (from whom she learned how to be a

oad mother-in-law), Carolyn accepted postz in the

neral Federation of Women's Clubs, and in 1966-68
served as its president. This was an organization of eleven
million women and s administration reguired her
presence at the club headquarters in Washington, D.C.,
or traveling 1o constituent groups during most of the time
of her presidency.

She received many recognitions and honors as she
traveled aboit, Inchiding a prized Honorary Dociorate in
Humanities from the %.!nwtrsiw of Miami, end an
Honorary Doectorate of Pedagogy (Education} from the
Centro Escolar University of the Philippines, complele
with a hendsome handmade silk robe and hood. She has
been appoinied by state governors as a Kenlucky Colonel
{she's never had & mint julepl), an Arkansas Traveler

(shes never seen a razorback). a West Virginian Moun-
taineer {this enfitles her 1o go backward); and a Flerida
Patriod {no question about this!)

In 1965, Governor Haydon Burns broke the sex bar-
rier of the Board of Regents of the State University Systermn
and appointed her to a fen-year term. Her loving husband
immediately dubbed her "Her Regency™ — a title which
she accepted graciously on many occasions.

She was among the first “"Headliners™ of the Miami
Chapter of Wamen in Communication, Inc. is an
honorary initiate of Zeta Tau Alpha, national sorority, and
an honorary member of Delta Fappa Gamma, an honor-
ary teachers organization. In 1955, she was named out-
sianding citizen of Dade County by Bnai Brith. In
| 96566, she was named by Florida Trend magazine as
one of the six outstanding women of Floride.

Januwary 10, 1984, by proclamation of both Metro
Mayor Steve Clark and Miami Mayor Maurice Ferre, was
Mrs. E. D. Pearce Da;( The Florida Federation of Women's
Clubs honored her for iy years service in community
improvemnent. Mrs. Pearce s husband, who died in 1972,
slzed up her volunteer services by saying, "If Carolyn ever
s oul of causes, she will help "just because’.” She and
her family are members of Plymouth Congregational
Church, and she is pleased that her sen, Frank, and his
wife, Jean, are following the family tradition of commun-
iy service

The following was adapted from a talk delivered o
the members of the Miami Woman’s Club on its 85th

anniversary. ll
= ELIZABETH PEELER

My Brushes With Miami's History

More than half a century of living tn
Miami has given me an epportunity
ter brush with historic places, people
and events. It has been adwventure-
some, excltable and, [ hope, “ell-
able.”

We all know the familiar story of
how Julia Tuttle persuaded Henry M
Flagler to extend his raflenad as far

My son Frank once
asked, "Mother, did
you graduate Magna
Cum Laude?” I said,
"No, I just graduated
‘Oh, Lawdy'!"

south as Miami by sending him a
bunch of orange blossoms © con-
vince him that this winter climate is
ideal and unexcelled anywhere in
the countey

BY CAROLYN L. PEARCE

My family made an hisiorlc cross-
ing of the Flagler Sireet bridgs over
the Miami River when we mowved
here from Georgdla in late Nowvembers
1926, With the 5 p.m. tralfic con-
verging on the bridge from all direc-
tions, the crossing was as dangerous
and as venturesome as Washinglon
crossing the Delaware

In joining the Miami Woman's
Club, organized in 1900, 1 learned
about Henry M. Flagler, the club's
benefactor, who gave the <lub its
first home on East Flagler Street
where Walgreen's Drug Store noow
stands. | also learned about Julia 5
Tuttle, whose home in Dallas Park
was the Club's second meeting place
while the present bullding a1 1737
Maoeth Bayshore Drive was being
erected.

[n the city there were four memo-
rials o Henry M. Flagler: The Flagler
Memorial Library. which the club
housed and operated in parinership
with the City of Miami. Flagler Street,
a major actery; Flagler Street bridge,

and a statue in Biscayne Bay

The club felt that some memorial
should be erected 1o Julia Tuttle. So,
in 1956, the Miami Woman's Club
by resclution sought legislative
actiedt in Tallahazsed te name the
causeway that spans Biscayne Bay
at 36th Street in her honor, and was
sirceessiul

The view from the vaalted win-
dows of the Miami Woman's Club's
historic building cn North Bayshore
Drve incliides the Julia Title Cauise-
way and is & constant reminder of
the "Maother of Miami.” The club also
has named a room in iis building for
P

Carolyn Pearce has participated in 5o
many onward-and-upward pro-
grams that she fook time ouwt to write
about some enjovable ones
Elizabeth Peeler, Update’s super-
sleuth proofreader, has provided
some background on Carolyn
Pearce




I 1926 when we carme here, |
witnessed the bBirth of the University
of Miami, one building on University
Drive at the corner of Lejeune Road
[ said, "One day | am going to
praduaie there " My L'-.1||-'.'gl..' eduica-
tion was nlerrupded by an early
marriage. | weni back 1o school late
tr life and received my Bachelor of
Arts degree &l the Unilversity's pres-
ent site in 1954, [f wasa't easy. My
aon Frank once asked, "Mother, did
wou graduate Magna Cum Laude?
I sald, "Mo, | just graduated 'Ch,
Lanaedy’l

Later, the Umiversity conferred
upon me an Honorary Docltorate in
Humanitles. Mow, when in a gather-
ing I someone stands and calls out,
‘Is there a doctor in the house?”, |
immediately rise to my feet

Another historic experiende was
seeing the birth of Florida Interna:
tional Wniversity. As a ten-year
member of the Board of Begents of

Recent candid photograph of Carclyn Pearce réveals the twinkle in the eye and the
zest for life she has displayed through the years, e Praes

the State University Systemn during
iz 1960's expansion period, | helped
bBirth™ five state universitles. You
eould call me the Midwife of Educas
Eon
| also '|1:|rti;.15.m||.';.1 in the dedica-
tion of Everglades Mational Park in
{947 The Florida Federation of
Women's Clubs gave to the United
States government Royal Palm stale
Park which it owned and operated
Thiz formed the nucleus of the Park
i 1929 | sat on the platicrm in
Everglades City with President Harmry
5. Truman when ii was dedicated
Lager, [ was a member of the histonc

swamp safari led by John [ Penne-
ramp, editor of the Miami Herald, to
help save the Big Cypress Corlscrew
Swamp, the stale's [ast stand of
virgln cypress and nesting place of
the white woed 1hiz
The Natonal Audubon Soclety, in
1= drive 1o save the swamp, asked
me o go on Jack Paar's morning
shaoi on MBL, 1o makte a national ap-
peal for funds. | was infroduced as
the “swamp woman from Florida ™ as
they playved “"Chice” as the back-
ground music
Another historic event was 1o help
Capiain Eddle Rickenbacker, ploneer
in aviation. [nvited with sixly repre-
senfative woman (mm Dide County,
we inaugurated the "Golden Falcon
Flight” which opened the alr route
between Miami and Atlanta. That
fall of 1855, it was my privilege o
present hirm as a lwan:p_m-: speaker at
the Florida Federatton of Women's
Clubs convention on Miaml Beach
As a compliment to me, thelr Presi-
dent. the members put on a shit,
This is Your Life.” Afler listening 1o
the fact that | was born in Thunder,
GCeorgia, om the banks of Potato
Creelt, 8t the (oot of Buzzard Roost
Mountain, the Captain leaned over
to me and said, “What a shame to be
bBorn at a place with such a name!™
Another historic experience For
me happened in the home of the [ate
s Fussell Sdover, the r..:r'.ﬂ"r' hielp-
ess, on Star Island. She, Mrs T. V
Moore and Mrs. 1. T. Mevens onga
nized the Miami Women's Chamber
af Commerce. One of the things that
impressed me aboul her '|:'|.3'..‘:I!||‘:|
home whas the spacious refreshment
bar, stacked tully with Fpladl |1|.';|||1|:_

bt avery variety and sample of

Bussell Stover candy [ wras @
Usweel experience!

This article only brushes the sur-
face and tells a few of the historic ex-
periences | have enjoyed due o Julia
5 Tuitle and Henry M. Flagler. |
hic e "Herstory has nat been joa
boring [t i® et fold in & bra ing
way ".I11I. grandmodher seid, ” It-
praise is half-scandal

Thank veu again Julia Tutle for
leaving your legacy for the women
of Greater Miami and Dade County
to follevw as an example in thelr role
oo in making history every day for
community improverment and de-
velopment. B

As a ten-year member of the Board of Regents of the
State University System during its 1960's expansion
period, I helped "birth" five state universities.
You could call me the Midwife of Education




"The Road to Nowhere' photographed April 25, 1964 shows in the foreground a rockpit and entry-exit lanes of the Palmetto Ex-
préssway on the left and Arvida nurseries at right. Mid-picture are two rockpits left and one right of North Kendall Drive and the
bend in Snapper Creek where the South Dade Expressway comes through now, miorsdses s sneessy

WHY IS IT CALLED THAT?

The Road to Nowhere

Almost every resident knows that
Miami Awvenue and Flagler Street
divide Dade County into four un-
equal quadrants; that Kendall Drive
is west of Miami Avenue and south
of Flagler Street; that all of Kendall
Drive is in the southwest quadrant

For this reason all Kendall Drive
addresses should include “5W™ or no
directional designation at all, as
many names of streets do, especial-
Iy in incorporated argas such as
Miami Springs or Coral Gables, For
example, Baptist Hospital's address
is 8900 Kendall Dr. Right? Wrong!

Baptist Hospital's address is B2O0D
North Fendall Drive even though it
alzo has the numerical synomym ad-
dress of B900 5. W, B81h Street. lsn't

BY WELLBORN PHILLIPS

it strange that a street in the south-
west quadrant should have the di-
rective “MNorth” in [ront of its name,
especially since there is no confusion
with a counterpan called South Ken-
dall Drive? [t is downright strange
until we consider the history of this
sireet that has come (o name a whole
area in Dade County

HNorth Kendall Drive lies in a part
of the county that was not platted
ot with regularity: that is, it was not
homesteaded. [nstead, in two large
granis in 1BBO0 and 1903 all of the
lared west of Red Foad between what
was the Perrine Grant on the south
and what {5 now NW Seventh Sireet
on the north was deeded (0 the Sfate
under the U5 Swamp Act of 1850,

wherein a State could hawve certain
federal lands declared “swamp land”
and then the title would be transfer-
red to the State, which could then
retain the land, sell it to individuais
or use it as donations to encourage
thie building of canals, railroads, or
other publicly beneficial projecis
Many of the chains of title within
this vasi terrilory begin with deeds
from the Stale’s Internal Improve-
ment Fund to four large firms. The
area between what is now North
Kendall and SW 1049th Sareet was
divided by twa of the firms — one,

Wellborn Phillips continues his tales
of various spots in Dade County
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the Florida Land and Mortgage Com-
pany, owned by four London, Eng-
land merchants, who bought in
1883 and planied groves, the other,
the Florida Coastline Canal and Tran-
sit Company, which received It=
desd in 1820 when it was complet-
ing a section of the Intracoastal
Waterway.

In the 1900s Henry John Brough-
tan Kendall, a trustee of the Flarida
Land and Morigage Company, came
to Dade County o manage the com-
pany's land heldings, For some
years he was the most prominent
citizen of the sparsely settled area. In
1914 when it was awarded & post
office the facility was named after
him. At about this time another
prominent citlzen, Dan Killlan
(whence comes SW 1 12th Street's
sevond name), moved from Larkin
(now South Miami) to the area and
bought Its first store from one of
Henry Flagler's managers, Mr
Eillian was also a director of the
Bank of Coral Gables, which was a
moving force behind many clvic
projects, and a counily commssioness
from [922 1o 1926. Dunng this
peried he named many of the sireets
in his district, and two of these he
named for John Eendall. S\W B8th
Street became North Kendall Drive
and SW 104th Street, South Kendall
Drive

Aha! Now the only question left
is what happened to South Eendall
Drive? Well, the only explanation is
that 5W 104th Street was slow to
develop and so the name got lost on

the junkpile of history. Norh Ken-
dall Drive “stuck™ and the North in
the name is part of the name, mean-
ingless but historically sound

The cld sobriquet the "Road 1o No-
where” was hung on North Eendall
Dirive through the dealings of Arthur
Vining Davis, former chairman of
the board and a founder of the Alu-
minum Corperation of America,
who wanted to crown his achieve-
ments with gigantic developments in
south Florida, He bought several
thousands of acres in Kendall, which
today s an amorphous, “state-of-
mind” area bordering both sides of
Nerh Eendall Drive, especially west
of U.S. 1. Prior to his arrival in the
1950= Narth Eendall was only B nar-
row roed running west 1o SW 11 1A
Avenue and after that, nothing —
just a few lide trails winding out
through land mostly too swampy o
be developed with ease.

Mr. Davis made a now-famous
contract with the State Road Board.
In exchange for righis-of-way for
widening North Kendall west to
117th Avenue and for the southermn
leg of the Falmetto Expressway, the
atate agreed to three things: ) the
road department would immediate-
by start work on the areas where
Davis had given the right-of-way: Z)
the State would start secu rln% rights-
of-way for the extension of North
Kendall from 117th Avenue to
Krome Avenue and for the Snapper
Creek Canal, which was needed (o
drain tracts still under water: and 3)
the road department would agree 10

slart work on the western leg of
HNorh Kendall as soon as BS per cent
of the rights-of-way could be gotten,
[t Is believed that the State's road
board members were happy over
the rights-of-way east of 117th
Avenue and they were willing fo
start immediately on this part of the
praject. But it is believed that they
were less sincere about the wesiern
]eﬁ. They felt, however, that it would
iake months, even years of bureau-
cratic planning and delay before all
the rights-of-way were obiained and
so they wouldn't have to perform
Immdiuml'f. Henry Wolll shattersd
all of their plans quickly, as it turned
out, because he recognized a good
thing when he saw . Wolll, a real
estate broker in downtown Miami
for 3 years before Davis armrived, had
clients whio had invested in much of
the land between 117th Avenue and
Frome, most of the rest was owned
by friends and associates of his
Within a relatively short time Mr
Wolll secured over ninety per cent
of the needed rights-of-way, deliver-
ed them to the State, and demanded
its performance. In the end the con-
fract was a bargain for every one
The State paid less than 522, to
the few landowners that Wollf had
not been able to win over. But those
invalved were not happy at the time,
and skeptics and critics watching the

road being built dubbed the new part
af Narth Eendall Drive the "Road to
Nowhere " H

.I : .\.ll:\.h::ill‘l—l :l:i:lw-:" §Tith bor Sorvmon

numbered the address of the house
that is now in Fort Dallas Park became
134 5E Second Streed. The neighbor-
kood was residential and produced

civic leaders such as mayors fohn B
Redlly. John Sewell, and John Watson,

rear admirals |. B Hourthan and
Charles [n Leffler; attorneys James T.
Sanders and John W Watson.

Since its construction the house
has had a succession of owners. In
1905 Sanders and his wife Elva
purchased the lof and howuse. Sanders
was a judge of the criminal court of
records between Jenuary 9, 1917 and
Jume 11, 1817, The house was next
owned by Abel and Josephine
Makepeace. In 1912 My and Mrs
Edward Allen Robinson bought the
house. In 1935 the Robinsons sald
i house to &8 widenss, Mes. Libby Mar-
tell; then in 1936 Mrs. Martell sold 1o
Mr. and Mrs. James ]. Kelley

In 1951 Raymond Butler, 5.
bought the house. Butler altered the
facade of the bullding, removing the
frormt porch and steps, making the
front door & window, and making
whai would have become a center

Now called Flagler House, the building
has been restorad by Architect Danlel
David Tinney and is awaiting a tenant,
possibly a restourant, oo rssey

window into the main entrance. Shis-
ers and columns were added 1o give
the house a Georgian appearance.
Fram 1851 the house functioned
commercially as an insurance office
Enown as the Buller Bullding it re-
malned intact during the years as a
defermined survivor of early Miami

and a credit to the Butler family, The
vicinity where the house stood lor sa
long was rapldly being devebaped and
expanded apd in 1979 the ity ac
?-.-in:d the site, The Butler family
ought to preserve the bulking and
the city moved it 10 Fort Dallas Parke
Butler was hospitalized the month of
the move and died in Decernber
1580,

Thete are plans to restore the ex-
terior of the ~“employee home” 1o its
original appearance. [ will possibly
hawve a resiaurant faclity within, wiih
the added benefd of ouside dining n
a garden-like setting. The house will
remain s a historicel testimonial o
the village origins of Miami and to
those early pioneers who withsiood
the discomiort and drabness of their
surroundings. the tents and
plankboard streets. the influx of
maosquitoes and sandflies and heat,
and the lack of cvilization in order to
seftle in Miami and build the Royal
Palm Hotel for Henry Flagler




INTO
THE
TRUNK

During the past year or so, the rate
at which mew plctures have come in-
to the collection has accelerated. We
wiould like 1o share some of these
rew additions with Yo

For many years, World War I
pholtographs were hard to locate
Now, marvelous pictures hawve
found thelr way into the trunk, Juss

Y >
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Safety chain was part of the training practiced by a variety of
servicamen in Miami during World War 11, sz o ree semi sess

A Wave get the attention and smiles during her machine gun
ingtruction at Naval Air Gunners Schoal in the Aviation Building.

SO off Mg, Hererp Faemer

U PDATE

before the move o the Culiural Cen-
ter, Howard Eleinberg of The Miami
News donated a group of criginal
negatives of soldlers training on the
fields and beaches of Florida

A few months [aler, an even larger
number of original negatives came
iy as part of the Miami Beach Visitor
and Loenvention Awthority phoda-
graphic collection. These piciures in-
clude images of soldiering on Miami
Beach, such as how to peel onions

safely
Individuals have also recemily
coniributed their share. A few

months ago, Joy MeGarey donated
some views of the grounds of Riche

[ R N T T

Squads on the run, not easy in soft sand but there was a lof of
sand on beaches in Europe and the Pacific. jam o me s sewal

[rf'l'.'l.mﬁr r, _. ;

mond Field {not pictured), Mrs
Henry Pemner recently gave some
sousenir views of the Maval Agr
Gunners School, now better known
as thie Awiation Building. Through
continuing contributions, HASF now
has remarkably large and diverse
heldings of pictures of World War Il
i South Florida, B ]
EEBECCA SMITH

Rébecea Smith, curator of the
museum s reseanrch material, has
agreed to tell Update readers aboul
new acguisttions thél are pow Hn;'-in-_.!_
Into the Trunk

Miami Beach publicists were up to thelr glmmicks even in war-
time. Mo bathing beauties this HmMe. wse or ree st ek Visrer sid

Flagler's hurricane-battered “Rail-
road That Went To Sea” in 1935, it
found many well-bullt concrete
bridges and solld-Nill causeways
which adapted easily to highway
= But when Bahia Honda was
reached, the highway endineers hit
asnag For there, & steel-truss bridge

spanned the wide and deep Spanish
Channel, with high and heavy su

persineciure — just wide enough for
a single train frack, certainly o
wide enough for a highway Buit
the road departroent had some imag

inative folks on hand — they solv-
ed the problem by building the high-

way over the op of the old sieel
trusses, rather than on the level road-
ibed With a sort of rollercoaster ef-
fect, the highway climbed to the
highest point in Monree County, for
one of the most breath-taking views
1o be found in this or any other state
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new govemment building looked
pasted on, Obligingly, a Meirorail
train rumbled by. "Fingers over
meouths,” | heard Miss 2lan say
for the first of many times that day
Dozens of litde fingers went up over
mouths in the universal sign for
"Hush"

We trooped inslde where we mel
our guide, Jody Berrgman, comfort:
able and casual n slacks and the
identifying patchwork Seminole
jacket. Off we weni to the first of our

rotations, the Indian exhibit. It was
unexpectedly cozy sitting on the
Moor in & ragged circle, surrounded
by towering cases of artifacts

"What do we mean when we say,
‘making a living?* asked Jody, Hands
went up all around the circle, and a
tall girl answered, "how 1o gt along
in life.’

"That's right,” said Jody. "We're
talking about day-to-day sursival.”
She drew out of them categories of
food, shelter, clothing and transpor-
tation, and then related these general
categories to the Indians’ specific
saluthons to the problems involved
Skillfully she directed the conversa-
on fo a discussion of a barter
economy, although never using the
term, and finally she pointed out that
the Indians had faught! the early
white ploneers how to make starch,
one of the first staple commodities,
oul of the coontie plant. We were left
with a vivid impression of the daily
Ite af the Indlans

From the Seminole enclave we
went o our second rotation, the
Homesteading exhibit. Here we saw
photographs of the Peacock Inn and
a film strip about the historic Bar-
nacle, the Ralph Munroe house
“What s an artifact? Jody asked
Several of the children knew the
answer because of Miss Whelan's

Abbie Alsop's drawing of 8 homesteader’s home shows a stur-
dy structure, off the ground, 3 downspout catching water. There
are fish drying and a pot brewlng-chowder, possibly.

-

-

preparation: “anything made or used
by man."Jedy brought out her basket
c-ltrl:hln.gﬁ- and we talked about can-
die molds, flat irons, pine needle
brooms and pie safes, among many
other artifacis of the time before the
railroad came.

She drew attention to the pioneers’
methods of coping with the day-to-
day requirernents of life, and polnted
out the many similarities as well as
some major differences in the way
the Indians and the pioneers solved
their problems. She also noted that
to a large extent the pioneers were
still engaged in a barter economy.
This may not have made as deep an
impression on the boys and girls as
the long, full skins of the women in
the photographs, or the suspenders
and straw hats of the men, but the
ideas had been skillfully planted and
reinforced

Jody didn't neglect to mention the
many confributions of black
pioneers, a matter of great interes! o
these children from Liberty City. She
falked about the black people who
had woerked in the lumber and starch
mills or had laid the track for the
new rallroad. “What s a documenti?
she asked, and was pleased with the
answer, "something printed or writ-
ten.” She told them to be sune to look
at the documentary exhibil about
black women In South Florda,
which s currently on display

Before we went to our third rota-
tion, the film in La Plaza Theaier,
Jody asked the children to notice the
artifacts and documents, and to pay
special attention to what the film had
to say aboul Key West- about ship-
wrecks and piracy, the sponge in-
dustey, the caming of the raliroad

[ have seen the film in La Plaza
Theater seversl times, and each tirme
I'm struck by the beauty of it irmages
and music, This tme | noticed

can go agaln.”

several other things. Was 11 a coin-
cidence that Jedy Bermyman had
shown us an old Matiron and that the
film showed the evolution of the iron
from its homely beginnings to its
contemparary state, or was this an
arful integration of the content of the
various pans of the tour?

When we got to our fourth rota-
tion, the Key West exhibit, 1 found
out why we had been told o pay at-
tention to the parts about Key West
Everyone got a card Listing ten things
1o [dentify: cannon, anchor, sponge-
fishing hookl, grapnel, and a nurmber
of athers, Including & pirate flag

“Pirates are a part of our history,”
Jody said, when the scurrying had
subdided and everyone had &
down on the loor again, With great
skill she wove the ten ilerms we had
identified into a fascinating story of
the Hey West community, mixing
the romantic elements of piracy and
spongeflshing with mundane infor-
mation about the sponge indwsiny
With a Llight hand she made it clear
that the Key West communiby was
immensely more sophisticated than
elther the Indian or the pioneer, a
true money economy whose reach
stretched all over turne-af-the-century
America

We had seen drawings and photas
of "sharpies”, the shallow-draught
boats used in early South Florida,
and in the Key West exhibit there is
a [ife-size model of one — or rather
half of one, the back half The
chilldren were allowed to clamber an
i and play sailor. One tny gird In
[acy stockings took possession of the
rudder ard steered away with the
resolve and mastery of Magellan

Having gone through the rofa-
tions, these very well-behaved chil-
dren had earned Free Time. Some
climbed wp and looked throvgh the
tower Others climbed aboard the

Yanet Diaz was taken with the sharpie. She writes, “Mrs. Fitz-
gerald the sharpie was great, And so were you, Well | wish |
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A photograph taken from an old album shows a full house ot Cushman School. mase, sssness o br. josn Laftan

trafley. Many walked gravely down
the row of documents in the slavery
exhibit, reading the copy blocks. In
the Twentles exhibi, Jody Berryman
turned on the player piano, and
miouths dropped open as the piano
began to play iIEE‘|F then everyone
started dancing.

When it was all over and the
children had thanked Ms E|'r|1|rr:1.1:1
for the our, we went outside (o the
plaza, where coolers {ull of sand-
wiches and milk had been waiting
It was a lovely way to end the
fGrning

The tour | had joined is part of a
program devised by Fat Pierie and
Asterie Haker Provernro of HASF and
Judith Stuzin of the Dade County
Public Schoals. Under the terms aof
a contract with the Dade County
Public 5chools, 18,000 fourth grade
students will tour the museum, as
Miss Whelan's group did. The pro-

ram we saw is one of two on Life

tyle, There are also two on Trans-
portation and ane on Florida's Five
Flags. Sometimes all five programs
are rodaling ot ane tme

| came away from my morming
tour immensely exhilarated and
proud; proud of our museum for the
fine intelligence employed in the
creation and execution of this ex-
emplary program, proud of the
beautiful childeen, who were both
Ll !'.',' mryel SpontAnenus; ..|.1|-.1 pr Gt
of Dade County for showing how
two agencies can unite to produce an
ideal learning experience. If amy of
you waould like o share this ex-
perience, contact HASF's Education
Lepartment, 3751645, and arrange
for your own tour

— LEE ABERMAN

FINAL WORD

When this May issue of Update was being planned back in November 15984
Valerie Lassman had already made a desperate telephone call from Tallahassee
to her mother in Miami to get the status of an anticle she had submitted in
February for the August issue af'ﬂpﬂm That issue did not materialize because
the introductory catalog of the newly opened museum al the Downtown
Cultiral Center r|'|::-|.1-:_"|:'r_1 "

The November 1984 issue was at the printers. The last type-setting for the
February issue was being set and the decision of what was to go Into the May
issue was beingd made

Valerle Lassman's artlcle was already type-set. [t would go in, | assured her,
but it would be some nine months after she had expected to show it to her
professor at Florida State University where she is seeking an advanced degree
in documenting historical buildings

in May 1884 Dr. Joan Drody Lutton had submitted an article on Latira
Cushman and her Cushmen school, which was celebrating its 60th anniver-
sary, Miss Laura, 97, was in attendance. The August issue was being typesel.
the copy for the November issue was being colflected, the content for Februany
decided

I _]:Jl'-lr Connie Prl,l:r'.l!'!"". stary of her father came in the mail and so did &
sketch by Carolyn Pearce. Elizabeth Peeler agreed 1o do a background plece
on Mrs. Pearce. The main content of the May lssue was established

Pictures were collected and rephotographed, copy edited and retyped during
the fall. Typesetting was done and proofed in February and the late copy was
due March | to be typeset and galleys back for prooling March 8

It is now March 14 and this is the last piece of copy to be produced for the
May issue. Carl Brauer awaits my call to pick it up and vows all will be typeset,
p:'l.lﬂled and corrected by March 22 2a that the boards can go 1o the printer
April 1. A blueling will be proofed April 10, 3700 magazines printed and
delivered fo the museum for labeling April 20 and you should have this in
your mailbox May 1.

Up to this point, however, anything that could go wrong has done so, Keep
Ve ﬁng{'m crossed. May is the month when stortes are developed for the
November issue. If you have any ideas. now is the lime to express them.
Eusinesses and organizations have anniversaries. Births, or deaths, of people
who have contributed to Miami's history are recognized. Someone uncovers
letiers of other memorabilia that could make an interesting adicle or picture
layout. Update's managing editor Linda Williams and the museum’s two
curators, Hebecca Smith (research materials) and Daniel Markus (collections),
can be reached af the museum, 375-1492. [ have moved since the last edi-
tion of the magazine but the phone numbser is sill 443-3533
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several years ago the accu-
mulsted debris from an old
hosie 0 Philadelphia was
gathered into a box of trash
and placed on the sidewalk for
l.lir.;lﬂ.r:iill- Fraik '[';l_l,-’ll:'!-r AT
dead; his personal portTolio,
filled with rreaswred skeiches
of his trip 1o Florida, Cuba,
and Mexico with U5, Grant,
was on top of the forlom pile.
Luckily. o kind fate provided
am abservint bypasser and
1R ||.|1i||,||t|,: art works were
rescued for preservation andd
presentation in his exhibiion.
Roy €. Craven, Ir,
Chrector, University Gallery
University of Florida

W H

Brush drawing ul torchilight procession in Key West

FRAMK H. TAYLOR

AMiE &nd Published
4819 Spdinghadd Aveniae
Philgdalphea

March 10, 1926

Foriv-six years alber my manths of fravel and
varied experience with Geen. U5, Grant, Gen. Philip
H. Sheridan, Col. Fred. DL Grant, while in Cuba
and Mexico, 1 stll treasure these sketches and
prints. How much they recall (o me, How like a
stately picturesgque dream it now seems 1o me ar the
age of eighty yvears! 1 am prababdy the only survivar.
Ineluding vwo of Mrs. Grani's nicoes we were eight
and i wis my personal duty (o cscort Miss kate Felt
upon all eccasions. My drawings were saved for me
after use by Harper Brothers. My letiers were
printed in the Public Ledger.

F.H.T.

Ganeral Grant In Carnivad procession in Havana

The Historical Association of Southern Florida presents

A Stately Picturesque Dream
Scenes of Florida, Cuba and Mexico 1880
May 19 - June 23, 1985

at the Historical Museum in the Downiown Culteral Center,

T Farbeiat i B0C redied by Th Ameican Associalion ol Mossume
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