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A LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

For those of vou who
attended the 1977 Harvest, |
need not tell you that it was a
huge success. For those who
were unable to participate, we
are pleased to announce that
the pad attendance tripled
this year to approximately
15,000. Not only was The
Harvest a financial success
for the Association, but
letters and comments in-
dicate it was a delightful and
educational experience for
those who attended. We are
grateful to all who helped to
make the 1977 Harvest a
success and we are par-
ticularly mdebted to the co-
chairmen, Pat Molinari and
Svhvia Buhler, for the fine job

| they did.

Your Association is always
appreciative of donations, but
the donation of artifacts,
which often cannot be ob-
tained at any cost, are es
pecially cherished. Mrs
Wirth Munroe and Patty
Catlow, longtime members
of the Association, have
donated to the Museum
archives the Monroe photo-
graphic collection, some of
which is incorporated in Arva
Moore Parks’ recent book
This priceless collection con-
tains many photographs
previously unavailable and
fills a void not only in our
collection, but in the history
of South Florida itself. We are
most grateful to the Munroe
family and, in particular, to
Mary and Patty, for their
generous contribution of this
true freasure.

Along the same lines, our
historical sleuths recently
located an authentic trolley
car in Western Dade County,
where it was masquerading as
a tool shack., Mr. Jose M
Ribas, a local building con
tractor, has generously
donated it to the Association
We are presently making

plans for the trolley car to be |

restored to its original condi-
tion and transported to the
present Museum property for
display.

Your Association con
tinues to expand its present
programs and to plan for the
future. In January we will
sponsor with the Museumn of
Science a series of aduli
education courses covering
such widely diverse areas as
antigue wood carving, in
troduction to antiques and
South Florida historical sites
We trust members and non-
members alke will take ad-
vantage of this opportunity.
At the same time, with the
assistance of planning grants
from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, we
contmue to plan for the move-
ment of the Museum to the
Downtown Cultural Center
and to explore ways in which
we can better serve our
membership and the com-
murty.

This s your Associahon.
We depend on vour con
tributions and support and we
welcome your comments and
suggestions, Please feel free
to let your Officers and Direc
tors know how vour Associa
tion can better serve you and

South Florida.

Sincerely vours,

R. LAYTON MANK
President

| The Tequestans, HASF
volunteers, have so far
scheduled the following ac
tivities for the new year:

Wednesday, January 11:
9:30— Field Trip to Cape
Florida Light House

Monday, January 16 throush
January 27, Mondays |
Wednesdays Fridays,

UPDATE/DECEMBER 1977

DOCENT

TRAINING
PROGRAM

On Monday, January 16th,

at 930 am. a new docent
training program will begin at
the Museum.

Guide trainees will receive
15 haurs of mstruction in six
classroom sesswons con-
ducted by experts in Florida
history.

After completion of the
basic course, trainees will
conduct tours of the gallery
Docent status will be achiev
ed when the trainee has con
ducted 15 tours and par-
ticipated in at least one in
service course or enrichment
activity during the current

vear.
Docent trainees must
belong to the Historical

Association of Southern
Florida, must be committed
to two hours of Museum ser
vice each week, and have a
genuine desire to explain
Flarida history to visitors.
Evervone who feels he or
she fulfill these
oblkations 15 welcome to jom
Flease call Barbara Lowell,

can

Linda Greenan, or Dorothy
Fields at the Museum, 854
3289, to register and for ad
ditional details

Classes: Monday, Jan. 16,
Wednesday, Jan, 18, Friday,
Jan. 20, Monday, Jan. 23,
Wednesday, Jan. 25, Friday,

TEGUESTANS PLANS FOR '78

Jan. 27, 9:30 a.m. 12:00,

9:30 to 12:00 — Docent
Training Program

Friday, January 20
Gallery Gala

Sunday, March 5, 500 to 7:00
p.m. — Annual Benefit at
historic home site

Saturday, April1,930a.m.
Attic Auction on Museum
qrounds
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JAMES M. JACKSON, JR.
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by Victoria Schmaltz

Did vou ever wonder about
the man for whom Jackson
Memorial Hospital was
named? What did he do to
help make Miami the great
city it is today?

James M. Jackson Jr. was
born in 1866, at White Sul-
phur Springs, Fla. His parents
were James Madison
Jackson and Mary Glenn
Shands. Among the many un-
ique  things about James
Jackson was his middle
name. The initial M. stood for
Mary, not Madison as one
would think.

Two years after his birth,
the family moved to Bronsan,
Fla. His remarkable father es-
tablished a drugstore, owned
a citrus grove, and practiced
medicine. When James Jr.
had finished his early educa-
tion, he attended the East
Florida Seminary (the begin-
nings of University of Florida)
which prepared boys for un-
iversity classes. After
finishing at the Semimnary, he
went on to Emory University
in Oxford, Georgm and
graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts dearee,

When James returned to
Bronson, his father asked him
to manage the citrus groves,
but he wanted to be a doctor.
His mother agreed and gave
him six hundred dollar bills to
enable him to go to Bellevue
Hospital Medical College in
Mew York City, He went (o all
the lectures which struck him
as hot, boring and endless.
However, he did enjoy out-
patient surgical clinics con
ducted by Alexander Mott,

Victona Schmoliz 5 a sevenith
grester af Mortand Jurmar High
School. Her essay was fthe
Jurior High Division winrer i
the 1977 Historical Association
Haorvest Essay Confest. Miss
Schmaliz was owarded o 550
United States savings bond by
the Coral Gables Rotary Club

Mott did not believe in the
“new” science of bacteriology
and operated on one patient
after another on a wooden
table, wiping his scalpel on a
blood and pus soaked cloth
between operations. He even
held his scalpel between his
teeth while he sewed up
wounds!

JAMES M. JACKSON, JR.

After his first year there,
Jackson passed the Fla. State
Board Medical examination.
He had many fights with his
father about going on to get
his M.D., but he had his
mother's support, So, back
he went for one more year
and got his M.D.

He practiced in Bronson
with his father and married
Ethel Barco in 1894, The local
society reporter, and a man,
and could not even describe
the bride's dress or the
ceremany!

The Jacksons had three
children {(one, a boy, died
shortly after birth). In 1896, J.
K. Parrott (who worked for
Flagler) offered him a job as
railroad doctor, so Jackson
moved his family to Miami.
For a while, they had to live in
the Miami Hotel which was
nol equipped with doors! The
hotel ordered a door for the
Jacksons, but there were no
hinges in Miami to hang it, so

they just propped it in place.

In the next few vears, they
moved and built a house and
office for Dr. Jackson, who
was the only physician in
Miami. He was so busy in
those days that when Haley's
Comet appeared he was too
tired to get out of bed to look
at il. (He had delivered
several babies.)

Soon after coming to
Miami, he was given a job as
local agent of the Fla. State
Board of Health. After that,
he organized the Miami City
Board of Health and =siied
regulations on sanitation and
prevention of disease.
Jackson founded the Dade
County Medical Association,
and was President of that
organization, the Florida
Medical Association, and the
Southern Medical Associa-
tion. In addition to all that, he
was active in civic affairs;
belonging to the Rotary Club,
the Masonic Lodge, Trinity
Church (where he even
prayed publicly for the health
of his patients}) and many
other groups.

He was so concerned for
his patients that he even shay.
ed off his mustache after a
hair from if fell in a wound
while he was operating.

Jackson informally
operated a hospital built by
W. W. Prout during the
vellow fever epidemnic in 1900,
but it was burned down after
the epidemic was over.
Flagler built a hospital later in
1900, but turned it into an
apartment building soon
after. In 1905, it was once
again made into a hospital and
Jackson was given charge of
this hospital. This was a
railroad hospital and Jackson
took his private patients
there. In 1909, when the
Friendly Society Hospital (the
forerunner of Jackson
Memorial Haspital) was

built, Jackson had no part in
the planning or management
of it. However, in 1916 to
1918, he was on the com-
mittee that planned and built
the first building of the pre.
sent Jackson Memorial
Hospital. It was called the
Miami City Hospital,

Jackson was a heaw
smoker of cigars, and in those
days of busy visiting of
patients, it was said you could
trace his steps throughout the
town by the half-smoked
cigars he left behind him on
the porches of the houses he
visited!

In 1924, he developed
broncho-pneumonia, which
came [he said) from the ice
collars he wore around his
neck during surgery. (This
was to keep him from sweat-
mg during the operations)
Then, other doctors said it
was pleurisy and decided to
give him the “mercurochrome
treatment”. Jackson fell that
the treatment was worse than
the disease and stopped it.
Unfortunately, he ded on
April 2, 1924 at the age of 58.

All Miami was so sad at his
death, that on the day of the
funeral, all businesses closed
and school was let our early
so the children could attend.

On April 8, 1924, six days
after his death, the Miami City
Commission voted torename
the Miami City Hospital,
Jackson Memorial Hospital,
The vote was unanimous and
the biggest hospital in the
county is still called “Jackson
Memaorial Hospital” today.
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THE HOLSUM BAKERY BUILDING
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The Darm brothers, Robert
and Harold, left Chicago in
1910, looking for a warmer
climate and decided to setthe
in what was then called
Larkins. At first they were
mainly interested in the fruit
business, setting out exten-
sive groves west of the town
where the Palmetto Ex-
pressway now crosses Sunset
Drive. They later built and
operated a packing house
where the University Bowd
now stands. During the 20s
and the boom wyears, the
brothers, especially Robert,
beleved enough in the future
of South Miami to invest ex-
tensively in commercial
building. In 1924 they tore
down a two story house that
belonged to one of the
Dowlings and built a drug
store, the buiding now oc.
cupied by Robbins Uniforms.
Next to it facing the corner of
Sunset and LS. No. 1 they
constructed a bank buikding,
which didn't fail when the
other Dade County banks
collapsed because il never
opened. Two other small
stores south of the bank
building on U.5. No. 1 were
built at the same time. Kobert
Dorm's most elaborate ven-
ture was a large |luxury
theater building which faced
LS. No. 1 between Sunset
and Red Road. It is now oc-
cupted by the Holsum
Bakery.

The facade of the building
with its wide terraced steps
and arched entrance ways
remains almost the same to
day as when it was first built,
but inside all is changed. The
archways on either side open-
ed into small stares in ane of
which Harold Dorn sold
crated fruit. The central main
building opened into the
theater which had a genth
sloping floor down to a cross

aiske which led to side exists
From there to the stage the
floor was flat. It was furnished
with regular padded theater
seats with a center section

phe from all over town crowd-
ed mto the theater to listen.
The Methodist Church on
Sunset had an organ but the
townspeople had never heard

famous 1926 hurncane was
almost upon them. Saturday
they couldn't get out of the
hotel — they tried to wire
Harold but everything was

The Riviera Theater building an South Dixeer Hishway opened just before the 1926 hurmicane, LS, 1is
a twe lane road in rond in this 1925 photo, The facade remains much the same oday and it now houses the
Holsum Bakery. (Phore: HASF Collection, Gift of Svlvia G. Martin, Verne Williams, photographer, )

and right and left aisles, The
auditorium seated about two
hundred people. The huge ex-
posed ceiling beams were all
hand painted in a rinceau or
undulating vine motif. Below
the roof line were clerestory
windows while the sides of the
building were french doors
that opened to the evening
breeze to cool the audience. [t
was open only after dark.

At the left in front of the
stage was an imposing
Wurlitzer electric organ
which was the largest one
south of Atlanta. Even the
Olympia Theater in Miami
could not boast of such an in-
strument. The organ pipes
were nstalled along the walls
al both right and left of the
stage. Mr. Dorn had adver-
tised for an orgamst in the
northern papers. When the
man he selected arrived two
days before the theater open
ed and sat down to play, peo-

anything to equal the sounds
pouring rom the northerner's
hands.

The Riviera Theater aopen-
ed on tme in September,
1926, with a movie featuring
Laura La Plante and ran
smoothly 1o good audiences,
Robert Dorn had worked =0
hard getting things orgamzed
that he came home on Friday
at the end of the third week
and told his wife Mary to get
the children ready and pack a
couple of bags as they were
going to take a little trip up the
state and relax. Mary Domn
didn’t think much of the idea
but she scurried around and
got ready and off they went.
They had to stop in Miami to
have the brakes fixed on the
car and to save his cash for
the trip Robert Dorn paid the
kill by check. They got as far
as Palm Beach and stopped
for the maht at a hotel. They
had no warning that the n-

closed up tight. Sunday mor-
ning they drove to Stuart and
managed to get a telegram
through to Mrs. Dorn's
mother in Chicago to let her
know they were alive. The
Sunday papers headlined that
Miami had been wiped off the
map.

On the way back home
they drove as far as Pompano
and found the bridae closed
and only people who could
prove they lived in Miami
allowed through. The check
Mr. Dorn had written on Fri-
day proved to be the magic
word and they talked their
way south as far as Dania
where they found over a hun-
dred cars lned up at the
bridge. Finally about 5:00
p.m. they made it across. No
bridges were out, but the one
at Fort Lauderdale had the
river waters lapping at the
floor boards. They arrived
home about midnight.
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Robert Dorn found there
was little damage to the
theater and it was guickhy
repaired, but had to stay clos.
ed for three weeks until the
electric service was restored.
When another storm
threatened i October the
organist quit without notice
and left town by the first train.
The theater operated
successfully for a little over a
yvear showing such films as

Rudolph Valentino in the
“White Eagle” and “The
Sheik”. It was eventually forc-

ed to ckse for lack of
customers. The great Florida
boom had burst, the banks
had failed and no one even
had twenty five cents to go to
the movies.

Some time later the
building was leased as a
restaurant with a stage show
but again failed and closed.
The organ and theater seats
had been taken out some time
before and repossessed by
the companies from whom
they were purchased. [t
remained vacant for several
years until in 1934, the Fuchs

Baking Company in
Homestead opened
negotiations to lease or

purchase the property. There
wias some opposition from the

citizens of South Miami to the |

bakery locating in the center

of town, bul the Dorns felt | B
that the building was just sit- | ’

ting there not being used and
that selling the property was
in their best mterest,

The Fuchs family came to
Homestead in 1912, from
Tennessee. Mr. Fuchs had
been apprenticed to a baker
in Germany before
emigrating to the United
States and had also operated
a bakery in Tennessee. When
ke came to Homestead the
local bread all tasted sour so
he decided to open his own
bakery. They first operated

out of their own home using
Mrs. Fuchs' cook stove, but
soon bought out the ting MNo-
ble Bakery and hired a
colored baker named Logan
who was quite good., When
Charlie Fuchs returned from
World War | he went into
business with his father and
built a bakery next to the
Redland Hotel. Business in-
creased by leaps and bounds
and another larger building
was built in the rear. The fami-
ly also opened an ke cream
stand. Charlie had a one
cylnder truck that delivered
bread all over South Dade.
Owver the vears their routes
expanded from Key West to
Palm Beach and a move to a
more central location was in-
dicated. Charlie Fuchs
engineered the deal with the
Dorns for the old theater
building.

For many years the Fuchs
Bakery sold bread hot right
out of the oven. Someone
asked Mr. Fuchs Sr. how
long he cooked his bread and
he rephed “Til it's done.”
When the bread was baking
at South Miami it used to stop
traffic along L1.S. No. 1, the
smell was so wonderful, Peo
ple really loved the hot bread
1.-.-11h |t5 thick LT'IEI:I' crust.

by Jean C. Taylor

Then the Board of Health
came up with rules and
regulations and bread
couldn’t be sold unless it was
wrapped. A great deal of
r-e:mnde]ing and hLJik‘]ir‘tg wag
done and the bakery supplied
with the newest and most
modern equipment. The
bread went through several
name cycles and came to be
known as the Holsum Bread
Company operated by the
Fuchs Baking Company.
Every Christmas from 1940
until the last few vears the old
theater entrance on L1L.S. No.
1 was decorated with an
elaborate yule scene with
costumed, animated fiqures
in snow scenes with Christ-
mas carols filing the ear and
many colored lights delighting
the eye. Traffic again slowed
to a crawl on U.S. No. 1 so
that adults and children alike
could enjoy the spectacle.

There has been some
publcity in the last several
years of plans to move the
bakery out of South Miami
and replace it with a shopping
center, but so far the red
Holsum trucks still fan out
over the southern half of the
state from the South Miami
site delwvering their daily
L'I-Ti'."ﬂd

50th YEAR OF W ‘r
IHTE'F‘..'H ATIONAL
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AlrweyL I TF)
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THE BILTMORE

Contimued fram page B

dollars while its total assess-
ment was 34 864 908, This
caused a furor with the Coral
Gables City Commission.
Tabin was about ta be thrown
off the Board but resigned in
favor of Lawyer Robert
Koeppel, an adioining resi-
dent of the Biltmore and his
antagonist.

Koeppel went to
Washington and lobbied
Senator Gumey who in tum
wrote to Robert L. Kunsig
who had possession of the ti-
tle for GSA to urge the federal
support for the City of Coral
Gables condemnation of
O'Neal’s plans. The City drew
up a bond issue proposal for
$3 million in April, 1971, The
bond was voted a resounding
yes by the people and O'Neal
received an order to halt all
development for 90 days.

In October, 1972 the Bilt-
more was declared a national
monument by the Federal
Government by the Historical
Monument Act. On April 21,
1973, after thirty yvears, the
Biltmore returned to Coral
Gables ownership. Julie Nix-
on Eisenhower sianed the
deed, in front of the Biltmore,

Continted on paae [2

The historical marker commemaorating fifiv vears of international air service was dedicated on Oe-

[ tober 28, 1977, in Key West. Gathered in the patio of the Historical Museum, East Martello Tower lor the

dedication were {left to right) Charles Munder, Key West Art and Historical Socieny; Charles MeCaoy, Mayor
ol Hﬂ,' West: Joe Allen, State Hep:ownl.“h-v; H. l,..l.'!.-lun Mank, President of the Hisiorical Associaton of
Southern Florida; lone 5, Wright, HASF Board Member; and Wright Langley, Historic Key Wesi Preserva-
tion Board. (See story on page 9). (Photo courtesy of Pan American Aimvays. )
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THE HOMESTEAD DEPOT COMES HOME

A few people in Homestead
talked for vears about the
need for something to be
done about the old Flonda
East Coast Railway station,
but nothing really happened
until with little fanfare and less
warning early in the morning
of June 23rd, 1976, a front end
loader operated by the Davis
Dozer Service methodically
smashed the most valuable
section of the 170 ft. long
building — the ornginal office
area. S0 quick was the
demolition start that furniture
and old records were still in-
side, the telephone still angl-
ing and a fuel tank hooked up.

Only the intervention of
dJack Lewy with a promise to
pay for any monetary loss
from the work stoppage per-
suaded Lonnie Davis to call
off his dozer. After a day of
frustration Jack Levy finally
put in a person-to-person call
to Ed Ball and, by a measure
of good luck, succeeded in
connecting with the Florida
East Coast Railroad magnate.
*Mr. Ed.” said he knew
nothing of the order for the
depot destruction but sym-
pathized enough with the
Homesteader's desire fto
preserve this memorial to
Henry Flagler's ac-
complhshments to take a
hand. A short time later Lewy
was notified of a stop demali-
tion order and a stay for
removal until July 23rd,

Tearing down the wall had
left the roof unsupported
which Davis thought was
dangerous. To prevent any
further destruction Henry
Brooker, whose uncle, Ed
Brooker, was the first station
master, volunteered timbers
to shore up the roof and City

Jean Taylor is writing a
book on South Dade County.
She is a member of the Up.
date Board.

Manager Olaf Pearson got a
crew together to perform the
work.

Only the night before a
committee headed by Lewy
and including Howard
Bardsley, Herman Lucemne

railroad from Miami through
South Dade there was no
name or town where the
tracks were to end. Because
of the number of home-
steaders in the neighboring
areas, they labeled the spot

30s 1t was a popular day's ex-
cursion for Miami residents to
take the train to Homestead,
eat at one of the busy hotel
restaurants across the street,
and take the train home.

O June 23, 1976, a (ront end hoader lJl:""lJﬂn the demolition of the old Flordas East Coast Hnih.l.'al.r &1 -
tion. When the demaolition began, the office furniture and records were stillinside and a full tank was hooked
up. Area residents had the night belore appeasred belore the Homestead Council and been granted their en-
dorsement of the eflort (0 preserve the depoi. (Phoio courtesy of The Homestead Mews Leader.)

and Ben Archer had
appeared before the
Homestead Council and been
granted their endorsement in
the effort to preserve the
depot. The Florida Pioneer
Museum Association had
voted on June 11th to acquire
land next to their own struc-
ture — the former station
master's house — as part of
an ambitious cultural center
to be developed over aperiod
of years. The museum is
located on Krome Avenue,
south of Homestead in
Florida City.

The depot and the station
master's house were the first
permanent buildings con-
structed in late 1903 and early
1904 at what was then the end
of the Florida East Coast line
in an unbroken wilderness.
As the engineers laid out their
plan for the extension of the

“Homestead”, As the tracks
advanced south of Perrine,
Willam Alfred King, the sec-
tion foreman, moved his work
camp down as the tracks
were completed and set up at
Homestead in late 1903,
where he supervised the
building of the depot and the
offices of the railroad agent
and section foreman. The
camp for the workers was
made of portable buildings
which were torn down as a
section of rails was laid and
moved on flat cars to the end
of the completed track and
set up again for the next go
round.

Wark on the railroad
brought many pioneer
families to Homestead and
Florida City — then called
Detroit. The extension of the
line to Key West brought
many more. In the 1920s and

The railroad, however, fell
out of grace in favor of the car
and the station was left to
decay until the sound of the
splintering Dade County pine
walls triggered the communi-
ty conscience. [hat night the
Homestead City Council ap-
proved a $5,000.00 loan to get
things gomg. An S05 com-
mittee was formed to “Save
Our Station” with Howard
Bardsley as chairman by the
Florida Pioneer Museum
Association, the Florida City
Commission donated $3.-
000.00, Rotary presented a
check for $500.00 and the
Community Bank of
Homestead gave Ben Archer,
President of the Pioneer
Museumn, a donation. State
Representative Bill Flynn
appealed to the Division of
Archives, History and Kecord
Management for either state
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by Jean C. Taylor

white trim. The caboose has
already been refurbished and
is as bright and shiny as a red
apple. Plans for the future in-
clude extending the track on
which the caboose sits along
the length of the station and

adding a dining car and
engine. Inside the station they
plan exhibits of railroad
memorabiia and artifacts
connec ted with the building of
the overseas railroad.

Homestead Air Force Base to
wash down the walls and
floors and the platform was
repaired. Florida City, with
Mr. Lucerne as a liasson
worker, stood most of the ex-
pense for wiring and tem-

or federal funds and many
private contributions were
received. Torcise Bros.
donated an acre of land which
they owned behind the pre-
sent museum and the fill
necessary to prepare for the

The Homestead Florida East Coasit Railway station was buill in the earky 1900 as the railroad tracks
were being laid south of Perrine. In order to move the building to its present site on Krome Avenue, in Florida
City, it had to be cut in half and work crews had to remove sireet lighis and utility lines along Krome Avenue.

(Phato courtesy of The Homestead Mews Leader.)

foundation, a gift which Ben
Archer values at $20,000.00.

Finally D Day arrived, July
23rd. The contract for moving
the depot had been awarded
to Russell Movers, Inc. of
Miami, who had moved the
museumn building 15 vears
ago. Because of the length of
the depot it was necessary
to cut it in hall. The move
took all morning as Florida
Power & Light Co. crews and
City emplovees worked to
remove sireet lights and utili-
ty lines on Krome Avenue.

Once safely in place on a
cement foundation faced with
the original bricks, the in.
terior partihons wWere remowv-
ed making it one big room to
be used as an auditorium and
meeting place. A wolunteer
crew came from the

porary repairs. They also had
the semaphore moved and
erected by the station. In ad-
dition, the Pioneer Museum
borrowed $10,000.00 from
the bank to defray the moving
expenses which came to $18,-
000.00 plus $1,500.00 to Davis
for giving up his demolition
contract,

On October 1st, the SOS
group of the Pioneer Museum
gave a benefit fish fry that-at-
tracted 950 customers and
raised $2,300.00. The whole
town turned out to help and it
was a rousing success. Ad-
ditional fund raising events
are planned.

When the building restora-
tion is complete, both the sta-
tion master's home and the
depot will be repainted in the
original Flagler vellow with

THE PIONEER COOK IN
SOUTHEAST FLORIDA, by
Donald Walter Curl. Boca Raton
Historical Society, Copyright
1975. $3.95. Paperback; 70 pp.
Reviewed by Alice Pitman-Willey

My grocer never seems to
have swamp cabbage nor does
my famiby request soffkee for
lunch but we still find many
usable recipes in The Pioneer
Cook in Southeast Florido.
Written by Donald Walter Curl
and published in 1975 by Boca
Raton Historical Society, it is one
of the most delightful cookboolks
sold at our gift shop.

In any abundant guava or

| mango season it is a joy to find

over 30 recipes for using and
preserving these fruits. Coconut

For the past vear and a hall
negotiations have been un-
derway with the Florida City
Commission who have ex-
pressed a desire to staff and
operate the Pioneer Museum.
On November 1st, 1977, the
negotiations were concluded.
The city will take over the
financial operation of the
museumn and the museum
board will act in an advisory
capacity to provide direction
in the development of the
organization so that it will
maintain its cultural,
historical and scientific

heading. Application will be
made for some federal funds
to complete the restoration.
The original museum building
has already been accepted as
a National Historical Site.

and the Florida citrus fruits are
mentioned with mouthwatering
ways to serve them.

For the non meat eater, it is
filled with unique menu suggest-
ions, If your family does not have
the taste for turtle eggs, hens
eggs may be substituted as they
are now available vear round.
Any sportsman will appreciate
the game and fish recipes and
even the Hallowe'en pumpkin
can have a Cordon Bleu ending.
Each section & prefaced with a
short description of how these
foods came to be used.

Even if you are not really a
cook or have a fimicky family, you
will emjoy the history. History
buffs will find not only the text but
the pen drawings and reproduc-
tions from the Bettlemen collec-
tion make it an exciting treasure
to own. At $3.95, it affords a plea-
sant reading experience and a
stimulation to become ac-
quainted with and use the fruits
and other victuals that are native
to South Florida.
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THE BILTMORE
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by Suzanne Brodeur

The Biltmore was thought
to be the world's most
magnificent hotel and country
club when it opened January
14, 1926, Conceived after the
Giralda Tower of Sevila,
Spain in the Spanish
Mediterranean architecture
by George E. Merrick and
John McEntee Bowman, it
cost approximately %10
million dollars. The archi
tects — Schultze & Weaver
— spared no expense or
detail to fulfill George
Merrick's dream. Merrick
wanted it to be the world's
greatest resorl center and
located it in Coral Gables,
“The City Beautiful”, Florida.

When the building opened
after only 9 months labor,
special trains brought finan-
ciers, socialites and
celebrities from MNew York.
The City of Coral Gables had
been put on the map. For
eight months the Biltmore
Hotel was filled ta its capacity
and was a great financial
SUCCa@ss,

Unfortunatehy, this was not
to last wvery long. In
September 7, 1927 the "Bub-
ble had Burst, the boom had
been lowered owver Florida's
newly won prosperity.” A
hurricane had come to
Southern Florida and with it
greal destruction. The
devastation was so tremen-
dous that it had frightened all
prospects and speculators
and made them pack up their
bags and money and leave,

In spite of the holocaust
caused by the hurricane, the
Biltmore was able to carry on
an Intermational Tour Golf

Suzanne Brodeur, outhor of
this first prize winning essay in
the HASF Harvest Essay Con-
test, is a student, Her 350 United
States sauings bond was award-
Edfu?:ry the Miami Shores Rotary

Tourmament in 1927.

The Depression struck i
1929 and Merrick had gone
bankrupt. He was to lease the
Hotel to John J. Raskob, a
close associate to presidential
candidate Al Smith, Raskob
was 50 confident that Smith
would win the election, that

then went under construction
to become Pratt General
Hospital. Magnificent hotel
rooms were converted nto
wards and operating rooms.
Walls were painted Army
green and beautiful botanical
gardens replaced with
asphalt. Sam McCormick,

FTo

THE BILTMORE

he called the Biltmore, "New
White House.” Smith lost the
election and the deal never
went through.

In 1931, oil and utility
millionaire Colonel Henry
Doherty purchased the Bilt-
more. He used the Hotel for
tourists. Doherty made an
autogyro (forerunner of the
helicopter) to transport
tourists from hotel to beach
and back.

A later transaction was
with a Bostonian, George
MacDonald, in 1938, He took
over the financially troubled
hotel and operated it until
1943,

In 1943, the U.S. Govern-
ment condemned the Bilt-
more and purchased it for
£800,000. The Government
appropriated the Hotel for the
Army Air Corps for the war
effort, The Army Air Corps,
in turn, transferred it to the
ground forces. The Hotel

president of the Biltmore
Country Club received per-
mission to continue the coun-
try club but had to pay for its
upkeep.

In 1945, Col. A. Beck, com-
manding officer of the now
Veteran's Hospital, took over
the Golf Course for patients.
The public could use the
course for a fee. One of the
patients who recuperated on
the 13th floor was General
Drnaight D. Esenhower.,

The City of Coral Gables
began to see the disadvantage
of not owning the golf course
as it was growing and had a
much larger population —
decided to approach the
federal government to
purchase the Golf Course. In
1966 the federal government
fmally agreed to sell the 148
acre golf course to the city of
Coral Gables for $480,000.
This was set at less than half
the course's appropriated
value.

In 1968, the Veteran's Ad-
ministration deserted the
once beautiful Biltmore Hotel
and left it a dull and un-
distinguished “Battleship
Gray” m color. The city fuss-
ed and fumed with the out-
rage of their once pride and
joy being in such a sad condi-
tion. They decided to create
the Biltmore Development
Board with Chairman
Michael Tobin. The City, not
having enough finances to
purchase it, considered haw-
ing a private developer refur-
bish it,

Maston G. O'Neal, Jr., a
South Miami developer,
became interested in
purchasing the Biltmore. On
MNovember 12, 1969, Tobin in
troduced O'Neal to the
General Service Administra-
tion (GSA) head H. D.
Harvell. O'Neal started
negotiations with them to ob-
tain possession. At the same
time President Charles E.
Perry of Florida International
University (F.LU.)wanted the
Biltmore and 20 acres of land
to be used as one of several
new campuses for the new
state university. F.LL. was to
open in September of 1972,
Dr. Perry needed the Bilt-
more for classrooms. The Un-
iversity would have saved tax-
payvers 210 million dollars in
taxes. The local residents
were greatly against this plan
for traffic and noise reasons.
W. L. Philbrick, com-
misswoner of the City of Coral
Gables, didnt want the
building transformed into a
university as it would create
competition with the Univer-
sity of Miami and 4 vear
colleae nearby which was
privately owned, O'Neal was
to get the Biltmore after being
confirmed by the U1.S. House
of Representative sub-
committee for $2.59 million

Continued an page 5
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PAN AM AIRWAY MARKER DEDICATION

The 50th annversary of
United States international
air service was com-
memaorated on October 28,
1977, by the approximately
100 quests gathered in the
patioc of the Historical
Museum, East Martello
Tower, in Key West, The
group came to dedicate the

historical marker erected
there by the Historical
Association of Southern

Florida, in cooperation with
Pan American World Air-
ways. [he site selected for
this marker is on the edae of
the airport (now known as
Meacham Field) where the
historke naugural Might took
place.

In the years [ollowing
World War |, interest in es
tablishing international air
service ran high and various
attempts, sometimes with
limited success, were made
along all US. mternational
boundaries. It was not,
however, until Juan T. Trippe
put together, in what was
then known as Pan American
Airways, Inc., a winning com-
bination of technological
elements, pilot and aircraft
ckills, and a structure of finan-
cial, political, and diplomatc
supports and agreements,
that a regularly scheduled,
continuously operating L5,
service was created, with Key
West providing its first base
as well as a considerable por-
tion of its operating and
'I'I'I-i-'l.i'n‘lE'I'IFII'I.I.:{"' Crews,

Pan
return 1o

Am's dectsion o
Key West to

e L‘."riqh.' ta Fralessor of
Histary Emeritus at the Unuers:
tv of Miami. She iz a member of
the HASF Board of Directors
amnd Chairporson of the Publi
Calons CE'IJ‘T"TT-I{H"I.“'

celebrate its own 50th birth-
day and the dedcation of this
marker honoring the industry
in which it has played an im-
portant role aroused a mix-
ture of pride and nostalgia
that made this occasion quite

West political and civic life, or
active members of historical
groups interested in preser-
ving its history,

Pan Am was represented
by old-timers (guests of
honor) like Steve Whalton,

S0th YEAR OF U 5.

| \i.,IHTERM.‘LTLE!-HM AIR

O Oicioheor THL 1937, the

g of & mew
knflermallonal
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Shaking hands following the dedication of the Intermational Air
Service historical marker are The Honorable Charles MeCoy, Mavar
ol By Wiesd amd Wailliam “.'.ill:ri'p_ FExecutive Vice President and

Member ol the Board of Pan Amercan World Airwaus

{Pholo

Cawrtesy of Pan American Aimdaus, )

different from other marker
dedications. Charles Munder
and members of the Key
West Art and Historical
Society, and those of the
Historic Ht-:'_-,.' West Preserva-
tion Board, led by Wright
Lanagley, provided an
enthusiastic welcome that
rivaled the sunshine of the
typical Key West October
day. The fact that this
marker, in contrast to others,
commemorated an anniver
sary of a continuing
successful historical develop-
ment, rather than a recoani-
tion of a past, historic event
added excitement. Almost
without exception those pre-
sent were personally involved
in some way, either as pioneer
or current workers in the air
industry, as leaders of Key

first mechanic, Joseph
':-_.:'H'I'll-."".]-I| CAFLER [5[ ﬁl’ﬁt !I'nur
pursers hired, and George
Simone, an early employee.
Current management
representatives  included
Wiliam Waltrip, Executive
Vice President and member
of the Board of Directors, Pan
American World Airways,
and his wife: Harold L, Ken-
dig, Southern Regional
Managing Director, and Mrs,
Kendig; and Sergio Betan
court, Director of Public
Communications, Chief Pilot
(Latin American Division,
Pan Am) Captain William J.
Erkes and Jill Viney, flight
attencdant, wore thair uni-
forms to add authentic touch.
The Historical Assoctaton
ol Southern Flonda
officially represented by its

WS
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by Dr. lone Wright

president, K. Layton Mank,
and by board member lone
5. Wright, widow of Pan Am
Captain Viclor A. Wright

State Representative Joe
Allen was master of
ceremonies for the program.
R. l,dytfjn Mank, as president
of HASF made some remarks
about the significance of The
Association’s historical
marker program and
presented the marker to the
Honorable Charles MeCoy,
Mayor of Key West, who
accepted it n the name of his
community. They were then
joined by William Waltrip, Ex-
ecutive Vice President and
member of the Board of
Directors of Pan American
World Airways, in the unveil-
ing of the marker. The major
address was then agwen by
Mr. Waltrip. He paid tribute
to the contributions made by
the Key West community to
the creation of LS. inter-
national air service and
sketched the latter’s develop-

ment and impact on the
worlkd’s life and economy
snce,

An exchange of qifts
provided an interesting note
as Mayor McCoy presented
Pan Am's Vice President
Waltrip with a handsome
wooden plaque, featuring a
mounted conch shell, for his
New York office and
pronounced him an honorary
“Conch” [native of Key
West), Mr. Waltrip, in turn,
présented the mayor with a
handsome lithograph of an
early Pan Am aircraft by an
artist who happened also to
have been named McCoy.

This historical marker s
the 43rd one placed by the
Historical Assocation of
Southern Florida on hstoric

I::l.-r'lhr'luﬂ['.l (WY page il
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HENRY FLAGLER

UPDATE/DECEMBER 1977

Henry Morrison Flagler
was a millionaire who helped
make Florida what it is today.
He was a millionaire who has
been thought of as one of the
greatest philanthropists who
ever lived and, to whom
Florida owes her deepest of
praises.

In this essay | shall deal with
the life of Henry Flagler and
his impact on Florida. This
report will show how a man af-
filiated with one of the biagest
monopolies, furned away
from this to come to Florida,
and become one of the most
important developers of
Florida.

Henry Morrison  Flagler
was bormm to Isaac and
Elizabeth Flagler on January
2, 1830. Henry brought ex-
treme happiness to the family
because he was the first child
born to them. There were two
other children, Dan Harkness
and Carrie Flagler, from
Previous marriages.

From his son’'s birth, Isaac
Flagler had been making
plans for his son to stay on the
farm and follow in his
footsteps as a minister, but
from thebeginning Henry dis-
plaved his restless and con-
tinuous energy that later
made his a successful
businessman.

At the age of fourteen, he
grew restless and dissatisfied
s0 he decided to quit school
after the eighth grade. After
working at various odd jobs
around Medina, New York,
he decided that he wanted to
join his half-brother, Dan, out
in Republic, Ohio. Hecame to
this decision because he felt
the pinch of poverty at home
and he had heard how

Robert Bricks authored this
second place Wnnifg essay in
the HASF Harvest Essay Con.
fest,

successful Dan had become
in business in Republic.

Upon arriving in Republic,
Henry immediately began
working with L. G. Harkness
and Company. L. G.
Harkness, founder of the

company, was Dan's uncle.
“Henry labored for six days a
week and was paid five dollars

HENRY M. FLAGLER

per month plus room and
board.” He shared a room
with Dan, in the rear of the
store, which was not too com-
fortable. There were easier
jobs that he could have taken
in Republic, but he felt that
there was a future with the
Harknesses, which later turn-
ed out to be true.

In 1869, the partnership
became the Standard Oil
Company and from this point
on, their business practices
became very hard-nosed, by
completely driving out any
refinery that stood in their
way. For the next ten to twen-
ty years, they innovated prac-
tices that were even more
lucrative in nature.

In the winter of 1878,
Flagler and his wife went 1o
Jacksonville, Florida because
of her ill health. It was at this
time that he noticed, with
concern, the need of hotels
and travel accommodations.

He was to forget about
Florida for awhile though,

because Mary died on May
18, 1881.

Two years later on June 5,
1883, Henry Flagler married
Ida Alce Shourds. They
went on their honeymoon to
Florida the following winter.
They stopped in Jacksonville
and then went on to St
Augustine where Henry
realized that this was an ideal
place to retire. It was also dur-
ing the next few years that
Flagler gave considerable
thought to the development
of northern Florida.

On these later trips fo
Florida, Flagler became more
and more impressed with the
state’s progress in building
and transportation,

Then, on May 15, 1885,
Henry Flagler came to 5ti.
Augustine with plans to build
his first hotel — the Ponce de
Leon. During that summer
the land was readied for the
foundation under the direc-
tion of Flagler's new assistant,
Dr. Andrew Anderson.
Ground for the hotel was
broken on December 1, 1885
and it became one of the first
large structures to be made
out of poured concrete. The
structure, though, was not
completed until May 30, 1887,
due to costly delays in
transportation. The structure
was Old Spanish in design
and was very spacious and
grand in looks. "Within the
hotel there were 450
bedrooms . .. with the fur-
nishings in each valued at one
thousand dollars.”

At this early pont in his life,
Flagler showed the qualities
of ambition and tireless
energy which eventually
made him the great
busmessman that he was.
After just ten monthsworking
for L. G. Harkness and Com-
pnay he was able to boost the

business enough to make the
people stand up and take
notice of him, Most impor-
tantly, in the three years that
he stayed with the company,
he gained much training in the
areas of salesmanship, thrift,
ingenuity and good judgment,
which made him an even
greater businessman.

In 1849, Henry Flagler was
given a job with Chapman,
Harkness and Company in
Bellevue, Ohio. It was here
that he laid the foundations
for the areat fortune which he
later made.

On November 9, 1853,
Henry Flagler married his first
wife, Mary Harkness,
daughter of L. G. Harkness.

In the early 1850°s L. G.
Harkness and Company
began to deal in distillery, li-
quor, and grain. The grain
business was new to Flagler,
but in a short time he had
doubled the company's
business. By 1852, Flagler had
saved several thousand
dollars from his commissions
he had made shipping grain.

It was also during the 185(0's
that Henry Flagler became
associated with John D,
Rockefeller, who at this time
Wwas a commission merchant
in Cleveland, Ohio, for
Harkness and Company.
“Little did either of the men
realize that some day they
would be associated in a
business known around the
world for ils great concentra-
tion of wealth.” The two men
became friends quickly
because of the qualities they
had in common, nameby their
great desire to get ahead in
life.

During this time, Flagler
continued to make money
because of the Civil War
which mcreased the volume
of his grain business greathy.
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by Robert Bricks

Financial disaster met
Flagler in 1865 when his salt
business in Saginaw,
Michigan — where he was try-
ing to cash inon the salt boom

- went under leaving him n
extreme debt.

He then went to Cleveland
instead of aoing back to
Bellevue, and took a job with
Maurice B. Clark, grain com-
mission merchant in
Cleveland. This put John D.
Rockefeller and Henry Flagler
back in touch again.

By 1867, the partnership of
Rockefeller, Andrews, and
Flagler was formed. So began
the petroleum oligarchy
which lasted for several years,
and for the next ten or fifteen
years, Flagler was
Rockefeller's closest
associate. It was during this
time that Flagler learned a lot
of the busness practices
which he was able to use to
his advantage in his building
of the Florida East Coast
Railway.

Tragedy struck on March
25, 1889 when his daughter,
Jenny Louise Flagler, died.
Henry buill a memorial
Preshyterian Church behind
the Ponce de Leon Hotel in
her honor.

Some of his other projects
in 5t. Augustine were: a
madern hospital, the City Hall
and Negro School, the paving
of the streets and the es-
tablishment of a water works,
and electric lights.

He then tumed his atten-
tions to railroad building. By
1889, he had a standard
gauge railroad from Jackson-
ville to Daytona by buying the
existing railroads not
building them.

It was not until 1892 that
Flagler decided to build onto
the existing railroad. He ob.
tained a charter that enabled
him togo all the way to Miami,
but he had no ambition to do
that yet.

Work was begun on June
17, 1892 and by February 27,
1893, Flagler reached his
destination, Rockledge, a dis-
tance of exghty miles:

Flagler, though, could not
stop here. He ordered the
raillroad to be built as far as
Palm Beach and on March 22,
1894, workmen completed
construction of the tracks toa
point across Lake Worth
from Palm Beach,

During this time Flagler
began to build a hotel — the
Roval Poinciana, in Palm
Beach. The date was May 1,
1893 when the work began on
the hotel.

Also during this time,
Flagler did the preliminary
work on laying out the town of
West Palm Beach. “The
streets were given the names
of trees, fruits, and flowers
common to the area. The east
and west streets were called
Clematis, Fern, Datura, Ba-
nyan, and Althea. The north
and south avenues were
called Lantana, Marcissus,
Olive, Poinsethia, Rosemary,
Sapodilla, and Tamarind."
Omne can therefore rightly say
that Henry Flagler built up
West Palm Beach from the
ground.

The Roval Poinciana was
finished on February 11, 1894,
and the railroad made it there
on April 2 of the same year,
The hotel was one of the
largest wooden buildings in
the world. "The materials
used were: 1400 kegs of nails,
5,000,000 ft. of lumber, 360,
000 shingles, 4,000 barrels of
lime, 500,000 bricks, 2,400
gallons of paint, 20 acres of
plaster, 1,200 windows, and
1,800 doors.” It became the
gathering place for wealth,
fashion and society, He also
built a second hotel in Palm
Beach, The Breakers, which
eventually became as
successful as the Koval Poin
clana

Henry Flagler would not
stop there, though, because
he next prepared to take his
railroad to Miami and start a
city there. There were already
some pioneers here in Miami
wheo were vital in the story of
Flagler coming down here.
The most important one was
Juba Tuttle. Living on 640
acres of land on the north
bank of the Miami River, she

took advantage of an unusual-
lv freezing winter in 1894 to
sell Miami to Flagler. The
north and central parts of
Florida were badly hit, while
Miami never got cold. When
Flagler found this out, he
decided to extend the railroad
to Miami. Construction
began in June, 1895, and it
was completed on April 15,
189%. In the meantime, the
name of the railroad was
changed to the Florida East
Coast Railway.

Aswas Flagler's custom, he
built the Royal Palm Hotel,
which was only part of the
building of the city of Miami.
He ako was instrumental in
the construction of the Port of
Miami.

During this time Mrs.
Flagler began to have
delusions and by 1894, Henry
know that she had a mental
disorder and after a lengthy
battke, he fmally divorced her
on August 13, 1901.

On August 24, 1901, he
married Mary Lily Kenan and
he built her a mansion called
Whitehall, costing 2.5 million
dollars.

Flagler could then not stop,
he had to build the extension
from Miami 1o Key West that
would cost 20 million dollars.
When built, he had spent a
total of 50 million dollars in
Florida.

Upon his death m May,
1913, he had put together a
network of 765 miles of track,
which are still used today to
ship mostly  fruit  from

Homestead; today's southern
terminus to different points to
the north. The final extension
to Key West was finally given
up after being in the red for
twenty vears.

Henry Flagler has become
the only man in Amercan
History to initiate and carry
out to completion such anex-
tensive development
program out of his own per-
sonal fortune, Also, he was
the only man in American
History — and probably in the
world — who included in his
development program so
wide a range of activities. "He
was a 'one-man corpora-
th“l_!ﬂl

Very few people realize the
effect of Henry Flagler's
enterprises that turned the
eyes of the nation upon
Florida as a state of new life
and new hope.

PAN AM
AIRWAY

MARKER
DEDICATION

Contmued from page 9

sites from Palm Beach to Key
West and from Key Biscayne
to Sarasota as an important
part of its program to
preserve and make known
the history of South Florida. It
is also, according loWawme E.
Withers, long responsible for
the marker program, the first
new one to be erected follow-
mg the boom due to the
Bicentennial Year.
Arrangements for this marker
and its dedication ceremonies
were coordinated by Randy
F. Nimnicht, Museum Direc-
tor of HASF, and Sergio
Betancourt of Pan Am, with
the valuable cooperation in
Key West of Charles Munder
and Wright Langley and their
respective historical groups.
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with cheering crowds and the
Coral Gables High School
Band playing and Mrs.
Merrick proudly watching the
proceedings. The City is now
the owner of the historical
Biltmore and its 20 acres of
land. The deed stipulated “the
property could only be used
for parks, recreation and
historical purposes.”

In 1974, the City tore down
the Casa Loma section which
was the nursing residence
during the war because of its
deteriorated condition. The
Coral Gables High School
asked the City to use the Bilt-
more for their Spring Prom.
The juniors spent over 5,000
hours to restore the once
magnificent Grand Ballroom
to its original condition. From
that time until 1976 the City
still didnt have a good

economical plan to bring the
property back to life. They
didn't think the bond money
would be enough. Mayor
Robert Knight said there was
no rush and the city manager,
J. Martin Gainer, stated the
most economical plan would
be to tear down the “white
elephant.”

W. L. Philbrick, former
commissioner and President
of Retired Persons, Inc.
charged the City remiss in
seeking federal funds to help
restore the Biltmore. He said
that they misled the people
into thinking that they were
going to use the upper floors
for retired citizens.

In September 14, 1977 the
City was given a grant of $6
million in Federal Funds to
refurbish the Biltmore. Half
the money will be used to re.
furbish the Country Club now

leased to the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

We now have Joel
Sussman, a 27 yvear old Miami
Beach developer who wants
to lease the Biltmore from the
City to transform it into an
apartment complex. Nothing
can be done unless the City
gets approval from the U.S.
Department of the Interior
who is in charge of historical
monuments.

The epic strugale of many
people such as Mayor Keith
Philips and Commissioner
W. L. Philbrick to preserve
the architectural bueauty and
historic value along with the
recreational needs of the
community were locking
horns with the City's business
community to be economical
and prevent it from being a
tax drain. [t is imperative that

a way be found to preserve
what is good from the past
with what is useful in the pre-
sent. The community and city
government must be willing to
work together and the
neighborhood residents must
keep an open and unselfish at-
titude. This is more than a
neighborhood problem, it in-
volves a total community.

The transformation of the
dream of bringing this genteel
Dowager Hotel from the
1926°s into the world of the
1977's has perplexed many an
administration and many
boards. Yet the fact remains
unvarnished — our society
cannot duplicate the beauty,
the detail, the craftsmanship
of another era at loday's
prices. We must find a way to
bring about this transforma-
tion for posterity.




